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FUEL IS CRUEL!!
Fuel prices are the talk of the coffee shop, the town, the city, the state and the country. Most of you 
know by now that I am a prolific reader of all things political, and I am having a very difficult time keep-
ing up with the fuel blame game. Some quotes from federal government elected officials and employ-
ees are real doozies! I have figured out that the complexity of oil markets is well above my pay grade 
and seems impossible to rationalize. I think what seems to bother our members the most is the federal 
governments “discounting” of the issue. Quotes such as “the American people need to deal with the 
pain at the pump” and “America is now the number one producer of oil” and the clincher “America is 
exporting more diesel fuel to Europe now than ever before” are wearing thin with lots of folks.
Fuel-dependent industries like ours are suffering more than others, possibly, because we have no abil-
ity to pass on the pain to the consumer. The price of our product has at best been flat for a few years, 
and in many cases has declined. If we do try and increase the price because of input costs escalating, 
that seems to push our customers even more towards fake alternatives that originate in foreign coun-
tries. It’s a double whammy that we are trying our best to articulate to our elected officials.
I am not pronouncing my objections to world events that are being blamed for high fuel prices. I am 
pronouncing my objections to a lot of decisions that seem to be dumb that are impacting fuel prices. 
Two easy ways to immediately drop fuel prices are to temporarily drop the approximate 25 cent/gallon 
federal fuel tax and quit exporting diesel fuel out of the United States. It seems to me that every drop 
of diesel produced in the U.S needs to be used in the U.S., at least until world events get settled down. 
We recently posted Scott Dane’s , Executive Director of the American Logging Council, interview with 
Stuart Varney on the Fox Business channel, on our FB page. Scott did a great job.
So, MFPA is reaching out to all the elected officials, and we would strongly encourage you to do the 
same. Please support the industry by making a phone call or sending an email and let your elected of-
ficials know that the pain has gone on long enough!y!
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If You Want Something 
Insured Right  

Insure It Yourself
MISSOURI WOOD INDUSTRY INSURANCE TRUST

offers workers compensation insurance designed for 
Missouri’s forest products industries.

AT MWIIT, WE . . .
		 •	 fight	fraudulent	claims
		 •	 provide	specialized	loss	prevention	services
		 •	 have	claims	adjusters	who	listen
		 •	 provide	insurance	at	cost

For further information or quotations, call our toll free number

800-821-7703

Missouri Wood Industry Insurance Trust
c/o Haas & Wilkerson

4300 Shawnee Mission Pkwy, Fairway, KS 66205
Phone (913) 432-4400    Fax (913) 432-6159

Our Mission
Missouri Forest Products Association is 
dedicated to serving and promoting the 

forest products industry of Missouri.  
Founded in 1970, MFPA has over 300 

members representing primary and 
secondary wood industry, supplier and 

service industries, loggers and landowners.  
MFPA advocates sustainable management 
and sound stewardship of Missouri’s forests 

to benefit current and future generations.

Upcoming Calendar of Events
Board of Directors

December 4th, Jefferson City, MO

Last PTH Class of 2026
December 7-8, 16th, 29-30th Marionville

2027 Winter Meeting
January 12th, Jefferson City, MO

**REMINDER** 
ONE CE IS REQUIRED ANNUALLY 
TO RETAIN THE PTH CERTIFICATE

MFPA ON LINE TIMBER SALES
Visit the MFPA website at www.moforest.org 
and click on “On Line Timber Sales” to view 
or post timber sales.  
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NEED FORESTRY EQUIPMENT?
BUY FROM MFPA ASSOCIATE 

MEMBERS THAT SUPPORT THE 
INDUSTRY

Find our associate members listed in 
your Membership Directory, listed on 
the MFPA webpage (moforest.org), or 

give us a call (573-634-3252).
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CERTIFICATION & EDUCATION

SEMI PRO AND PRO FILING INFORMATION AND FILING TIPS

Well, this happens to everybody from time to time, but nobody really likes it when it happens to them. The 
best thing to do when it happens to you is to just own it and learn from it. So, I have to back-up in the last 
paragraph from last month’s article, the number 3 paragraph. Whoops, I told you my brain was getting 
fried. What I was wrong on was in saying that in that described situation, the chain would cut toward the 
thinner chip side, no, no no. Whenever one rail is shorter than the other side the chain will not cut toward 
the thinner chip side. It will immediately start veering towards the thicker chip side because that side with 
the lower drag setting is taking more wood with each rotation of the chain than the higher drag setting side 
which produces a thinner chip. The deeper the chain cuts into the log, the more crooked the cut becomes, 
until the edge of the rail on the thinner chip side runs into the wood on that side of the cut. That causes the 
chain to stop cutting and the saw to rev-free because the chain can no longer touch the wood held back 
by the corner of the bar being stuck on the thinner chip side of the cut. Wiggle the saw and chain a little bit 
and it may temporarily go back to cutting but it will soon stop cutting again. Best to fix the bar or replace it.

Well, that was one long drawn-out reason for your saw cutting crooked! That was actually two reasons for 
a crooked cutting saw. The one reason is the mechanical problems with the bar itself. Like the bar having 
one rail lower than the other rail. The other problem we really didn’t talk about but, if you think about it, it’s 
pretty easy to understand is when the top of the rails wear it stands to reason that the chain rubs against 
one other part of the bar while it’s spinning around it. The chain is also guided by the inside of the two rails 
guiding the drive links. Therefore, the inside of both rails can wear more on one side than the other caus-
ing the chain to lean while sitting on the bar. The drive links that drive the chain can wear on either side 
from rubbing harder on one side or the other of the rails. This can taper the drive links causing the chain 
to be too sloppy. The last reason wear can affect the chain cutting to one side or the other is the chasse 
of the chain. The chain rides on the tie straps which ride on the tops of the rails. Along with everything 
else that can affect how straight the chain cuts, the bottom of the drive links can wear more on side or the 
other. They can also wear on the bottom corner causing the teeth to pitch outward when the tooth makes 
a chip. All of these issues can be affected by how you maintain your bar, chain, and your drags. And most 
are affected by very small measurements, often by one or two thousands of an inch.

Still the main reason for keeping our saws, bars, and chains in very good condition. The better shape and 
well maintained our tools are, the safer we will be while using them! If we don’t have to struggle to use 
them. I can’t speak for anybody else, but when I was young and starting out, when my tools didn’t work 
properly, that would usually make me mad and very tired. With my temper usually there was a thrown saw 
somewhere in the mix!

~Joe Glenn, Chainsaw Trainer
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Governmental Affairs Committee Meeting Sponsor
$200 each Co-Sponsors $200

PAC Committee Meeting Sponsor
$200 each Co-Sponsors $200

Education Committee Meeting Sponsor
$200 each Co-Sponsors $200

Missouri Logging Council Board of Directors
$200 each Co-Sponsors $200

Forest Health Committee Meeting Sponsor
$200 each Co-Sponsors $200

Welcome Reception Exclusive Sponsor $2500
$500 each Co-Sponsors $500

FFA Forestry Competition Exclusive Sponsor    $2000
$400 each Co-Sponsors $400

Summer MeetingSummer Meeting
gg olfolf

Thank you!

Many MFPA member  companie s  par t i c ipated in  the  2026 Summer 
Meet ing  Gol f  Out ing  suppor t ing  Log A Load for  K ids

Thank you Hole Sponsors for Your 
Long Drive to Support Log A Load for Kids

Chemistry PR & Multimedia
Independent Stave Company LLC

Koppers, Inc.
Madison County Wood Products, Inc.

TriState Truck Center

Botkin Lumber Company, Inc.
Brewer Boys LLC
Burke Timber LLC
C & K Lumber LLC 
Cedar Creek Hardwoods, Inc. 
D&D Hardwood
Farrow Lumber
Garnett Company LLC
Gastineau Log Homes, Inc.
HAVCO Wood Products LLC
Independent Stave Company LLC
Kingsford Manufacturing Company

Madison County Wood Products, Inc.
Martin Equipment, Inc.
McCoy Construction and Forestry
McGinnis Wood Products, Inc.
MFA Oil Company
Missouri Tie LLC
MO-PAC Lumber Company
Royal Oak Enterprises LLC
Rustic Wood Products, Inc.
Southern Insurance
Yoder Hardwoods
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Nolan Lashley scored a Hole in One, during 
the MFPA Summer Meeting Log A Load for 
Kids Golf Outing!  Nolan’s long drive was at 
the 8th hole on The Oaks Golf Course on 
July 18th.  He was playing with Mark Garnett 
(his grandfather), Kayla Foht (his cousin), 
and Brian Smith (his stepfather).  Indepen-
dent Stave Company LLC was the hole 
sponsor.  Nolan used a Pitching Wedge 
from 153 Yards to make the Hole-in-One.  

Congratulations Congratulations 
Nolan!! Nolan!! 

Summer Meeting Golf Hole in One!



Salem, MO is hosting a “Salute to the Timber Industry Parade and Timber Fun Day” to be celebrated 
on Labor Day September 2. Parade will showcase the timber industry and and 
relative business.  The Parade begins at the Commons on Hwy 72 with line up 

starting at 8:00 AM. The parade will start at 10:30 AM. Following the parade a Timber Fun Day will be 
had at the Commons from 12:00 to 5:00. Free hamburgers, hot dogs, and bratwurst will be provided 
by Vandivort Drug in celebration of 40 years in business. The activities include fun games for children, 
hands on activities such as shingle splitting, rail splitting,crosscut sawing and exhibits for viewing. 

Registration
Deadline January 7th

Name _________________________________________________________________

Company Name_________________________________________________________

Spouse/Guest Name _____________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip __________________________________________________________

Telephone _____________________________________________________________

Email _________________________________________________________________
Total Attending:

#_____ Winter Meeting Reception & Dinner

Registration Fee: $120.00 per person 

Please return this form & payment by mail, fax, email, or phone to:

Missouri Forest Products Association
505 East State Street
Jefferson City, MO 65101
Phone: 573-634-3252
Fax: 573-636-2591
Email: laura@moforest.org

Lodging
Lodging is not included in the meeting registration fee.  Hotel reservations are made directly with 

the Courtyard Jefferson City by calling Marriott reservations at 
(800) 321-2211 or (573) 761-1400 and ask for the special rate of $ 159+tax for MFPA. 

Please reserve your room by  December 13th 
to receive MFPA rate.  

Credit card:_____________________________

Number:_______________________________

Expiration:__________Zip Code____________

Total:__________________________________

Name on Card:__________________________

Winter Meeting 2027Winter Meeting 2027
January 12, 2027

Winter Meeting 2027 will look differnet from past years.  Due to conflicts with various events occuring 
during the onset of the legislative session, we have chosen to change things up.  MFP PAC will NOT 
host a Legislative Breakfast at the Capital.  MFPA will invite Missouri’s Senators and Representa-
tives to the Legislative Reception at the Courtyard Marriott.  The Legislative Reception will follow the 
events of the day, including committee meetings and FFA State Forestry Competition.  Please reach 
out to your senators and representatives with an invite to the Legislative Reception. 
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DANIEL & HENRY
INSURANCE AND RISK MANAGEMENT

The Daniel and Henry Company has been an endorsed partner with 
Missouri Forest Products Association since July 20, 2018.

Many of you have seen and experienced first hand our commitment to the Forest 
Product Industry and our clients. We know many of the issues that the forest industry 
faces and advocate for all members when the opportunity arises.   We have built 
many strong, long lasting relationships and friendships within this association and 
promise to continue to stand side by side, hand in hand with all of the Missouri Forest 
Products Association Members in the future.  We appreciate each and everyone of 
you and the opportunity to work on your behalf.

Tamara James 573-388-4832        Chadd James 573-388-4836
jamest@danielandhenry.com                 jamesc@danielandhenry.com

Medical, Dental and Vision, Life Insurance, Long/Short Term Disability, 
Property, General Liability, Workers Compensation, Commercial Auto

WE CAN HELP WITH ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS!

DOES YOUR COMPANY NEED AN INSURANCE CHECK UP?



505 East State Street
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