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PROMOTING FORESTS, THE PRODUCTS THEY PRODUCE, 
AND THE PEOPLE THAT DO IT

Evaluating the success, or the lack thereof, of a particular industry is complicated, especially when it is ex-
traordinarily diverse.  Everyone seems to have their “go to” publications or reports that they read that provide 
market indicators for the foreseeable future.  Forest products, like grade lumber, industrial lumber, railroad 
ties, charcoal, and many others all have different market futures, but generally speaking could all benefit from 
promotion.  According to websters, promotion is defined as an “activity that supports or provides active encour-
agement for the furtherance of a cause, venture or aim”.  What sector of our industry would not benefit from 
promotion, regardless of current markets?

I believe that public awareness, among both children and adults, is at an all time low regarding forest manage-
ment and forest product utilization.  This feeling is purely anecdotal, but I do enough school programs to under-
stand that kids have little understanding where wood products come from and generally oppose using them.  
As the kids become adults their “life” choices that could include a wood product, like real wood flooring versus 
some type of composite, become driven by social media, economics, and doing whatever is easy.  Many, many 
people, for example choose “man-made” materials that are derived from non-renewable products over real 
wood because they feel it is better for the environment.  They understand that real wood comes from trees but 
have little understanding of how plastic is used to produce a product that looks like wood.  Many people do not 
understand how using wood products drives the forest management process ensuring healthy, sustainable for-
ests for generations to come.  The disconnect between wood products and forest management is huge and we 
must find ways to educate the public about why choosing real wood is best versus non-renewable alternatives.

MFPA has received a grant from the state of Missouri to develop a promotional campaign for Missouri forest 
products.  For the first time we have the funds available to work with a professional PR and multi media firm 
to develop strategies that highlight Missouri forest products and how they result in a healthy and sustainable 
forest.  Many members of MFPA’s board of directors spent a full day in St. Louis working to develop a “mes-
sage map” that will be used by our PR team to design strategies for promoting our industry.  Don’t be surprised 
if you receive a phone call over the next few months seeking permission for a video shoot or an interview to be 
used in the campaign.  We will be developing televiaion, radio, and social media spots that will be distributed 
all across Missouri and the Worldwide Web. 
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 Company: County Fuels LLC
 Contact: Jason Rowden
 Phone: (573) 247-6386
 Email: office@countyfuels.com
 County: Shannon
 Website: www.countyfuels.com

Company: Paradise Tree Farm
 Contact: Greg Elson
 Phone: (660) 998-0613
 Email: treefarm0001@gmail.com
 County: Linn

Endorsed by

®

If You Want Something 
Insured Right  

Insure It Yourself
MISSOURI WOOD INDUSTRY INSURANCE TRUST

offers workers compensation insurance designed for 
Missouri’s forest products industries.

AT MWIIT, WE . . .
		 •	 fight	fraudulent	claims
		 •	 provide	specialized	loss	prevention	services
		 •	 have	claims	adjusters	who	listen
		 •	 provide	insurance	at	cost

For further information or quotations, call our toll free number

800-821-7703

Missouri Wood Industry Insurance Trust
c/o Haas & Wilkerson

4300 Shawnee Mission Pkwy, Fairway, KS 66205
Phone (913) 432-4400    Fax (913) 432-6159

2024 Winter Meeting
January 9-10

Courtyard Marriott
Jefferson City MO

•	Committee meetings

•	FFA Forestry Contest 

•	Speakers

•	Membership Dinner

•	Breakfast with 
   Legislators

•	Voice industry concerns

Join us!
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Mark McCarthy

Certification & Education

Area Meetings serve several purposes.  To some, it’s a way to catch up with our partners.  Learn what’s going 
on statewide, and in our backyards.  For others, it’s a way to get a Continuing Ed credit towards PTH certifica-
tion.  For everyone, it’s a great way to socialize with people in the industry…oh yeah, and there’s a free meal.

Over the past month or so, we hit the road.  We visited St. Joseph, Springfield, Kirksville, and Van Buren.  
MFPA Director, Brian Brookshire discussed a new program that will promote the forest products here in Mis-
souri.  Keep your eyes and ears open for some new advertising.  MDC’s Mike Morris handed out free copies 
of the new Timber Products Output study.  The TPO lets us know what, and how much has been cut.  It’s also 
where we see the industry brings in $10 Billion to the state’s economy.   We also heard from representatives 
from MFA Oil about just how easy it is to take part in the newest benefit for MFPA members.  All you need 
to do is sign up through your local MFA Oil office, or representative.  Just tell them you are an MFPA mem-
ber, and immediately you will be eligible for fuel and lubricant discounts.  You will also be eligible for fuel and 
lubricant testing, so you can keep your equipment working at it’s best.  There are also advertised specials 
discounts you will qualify for.

The meetings were well attended.  The information was good, the conversation was lively, and the food was 
tasty.  See what you missed?  Make sure to catch the next one in your area.  Don’t forget…it’s also a great 
way to get your CE credit for PTH.

H&W Ad.indd   1 1/30/12   1:24 PM
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Please join us January 9-10 for our 2024 Annual Winter Meeting at the Jefferson
 City Courtyard Marriott!  Several committees plan to meet on Tuesday including Forest Health,

Governmental & Public Affairs, PAC, Education and Technical Services, and MLC.

Tuesday evening MFPA will host a reception and dinner at Courtyard Marriott Jefferson City.  
Wednesday morning Missouri Forest Products Political Action Committee will host the Annual 
Legislative Breakfast at the Capital Building.  Missouri State Legislators are invited to meet the 
leadership and members of the Missouri Forest Products Association over breakfast.  This is an 
opportunity for MFPA members to talk with our elected officials and reinforce the importance of the 
forest products industry to the state of Missouri.  Please plan to attend the MFPA Winter Meeting 
and Legislative Breakfast and help us promote the importance of our legislative agenda for 2024.

2024 MFPA Winter Meeting & Legislative Breakfast
January 9 & 10

MFPA Hosts FFA Forestry Contest at 2024 Winter Meeting
Missouri Forest Products Association is collaborating with MO FFA to sponsor the Fall Public 
Speaking Competition.  This is the first time for our association to be a part of the competition.  It 
is a great opportunity for MFPA to reach out to young leaders across the state and allow them to 
present a speech on a topic that pertains to our industry.  The students will be competing at the 
Area and District Level with one student from each of the six FFA Districts advancing to the State 
Competition.  The State Competition will be part of the MFPA Winter Meeting.  The students will 
present their speeches on January 9th to a group of judges.  The students and their advisors will be 
joining us for lunch where they will be introduced and the winners announced.  The 1st place winner 
will present their speech at the evening dinner.  We are looking for sponsors to cover meals for the 
students, advisors, and parents.  We will also be reaching out to people for judges at the District 
and State level.  Thanks in advance for supporting this event and encouraging young learners that 
are advocating for agriculture.  

Lodging
Lodging is not included in the meeting registration fee.  Hotel reservations are made directly 

with the Courtyard Jefferson City by calling Marriott reservations at 
(800) 321-2211 or (573) 761-1400 and ask for the special rate of $ 136+tax for MFPA. 

Please  reserve your room by  December 9th 
to receive MFPA rate.  

The hotel is conveniently located within walking distance from the capitol.
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SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
*Sponsors will be recognized in the agenda, at the meeting, and in the January Newsletter*

Governmental Affairs Committee Meeting Sponsor
$200 each Co-Sponsors $200

PAC Committee Meeting Sponsor
$200 each Co-Sponsors $200

Education Committee Meeting Sponsor
$200 each Co-Sponsors $200

Missouri Logging Council Board of Directors
$200 each Co-Sponsors $200

Forest Health Committee Meeting Sponsor
$200 each Co-Sponsors $200

FFA Forestry Competition Exclusive Sponsor    $2000
$400 each Co-Sponsors $400

TOTAL Registration and Sponsor $__________
Name __________________________________________________________________________________
Company ______________________________________________________________________________
Credit Card ____________________________________________________________________________

	    Expiration Date_____________________Code___________ Zip Code____________________
Return to MFPA via fax at 573-636-2591 or email to laura@moforest.org or call 573-634-3252

2024 Winter Meeting Registration
Deadline January 4th

Name _________________________________________________________________
Company Name ______________________________________________________
Spouse/Guest Name _________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________
Telephone ___________________________________________________________
Email _________________________________________________________________

Total Attending:
#____ Reception & Dinner
Registration Fee: $120.00 per person 

#____ Legislative Breakfast (State Capitol)
Hosted by the MFP PAC



Salem, MO is hosting a “Salute to the Timber Industry Parade and Timber Fun Day” to be celebrated 
on Labor Day September 2. Parade will showcase the timber industry and and 
relative business.  The Parade begins at the Commons on Hwy 72 with line up 

starting at 8:00 AM. The parade will start at 10:30 AM. Following the parade a Timber Fun Day will be 
had at the Commons from 12:00 to 5:00. Free hamburgers, hot dogs, and bratwurst will be provided 
by Vandivort Drug in celebration of 40 years in business. The activities include fun games for children, 
hands on activities such as shingle splitting, rail splitting,crosscut sawing and exhibits for viewing. 
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PROUD TO BE YOUR MFPA ENDORSED 
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS AGENCY 

Property & Casualty and Employee Benefits Solutions For 

 
 

Serving the Midwest Since 1921 

Your MFPA Benefits Service Team: 
Cape Girardeau – Tamara James: 573-388-4832 

Saint Louis – Jim Ruebsam: 314-444-1993 
www.danielandhenry.com 
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Congratulations Leah Thompson!!
Leah won the bronze metal at that National FFA Forestry Public Speaking Competition!  
After winning the state competition at the 2023 MFPA Winter Meeting, Leah was hon-
ored to be Missouri’s delegate to the 96th National FFA Convention for Prepared Public 
Speaking, Forestry.  It was a great opportunity to talk about Missouri forestry and advo-
cate for our industry.  Thanks to everyone for their support and encouragement.  Leah’s  
family owns and operates Cedar Creek Hardwoods, Inc. in Fredericktown, MO.
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Specializing in work ready trucks, TAG Truck Center in 
Farmington and Springfi eld offer Elite Customer Service as 
“Standard Equipment”.

We offer multiple loader brands and con� gura-
tions of bunk systems as well as log trailers.
Financing and insurance products are available for trucks, 
trailers and up-fi t rigging and can be included with fi nancing.
Financing and insurance available for trucks and trailers. 

Financing options can also be tailored to 
include loaders and bunk systems.
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TAG TRUCK CENTER FARMINGTON
2880 Hwy 67 South

Farmington, MO 63640
573-747-0190 

TAG TRUCK CENTER SPRINGFIELD
5376 W State Hwy 266
Springfi eld, MO 65802

417-862-7021

TNTXTruck.com

TAG Truck Center in Farmington, MO and Spring� eld, MO are authorized Western Star dealers.
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