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PREPARING FOR 2021
From my personal perspective, putting 2020 in the rear-view mirror, will be a welcome event.  Personally and 
professionally, I have experienced “stuff” in 2020 that I could have never imagined having to deal with during 
my lifetime.  Unfortunately, that “stuff” I would categorize as bad.  So, I am ready for 2020 to go away, but will 
2021 be any better?

On Wednesday, January 20, 2021, former Vice President Joe Biden will become President Joe Biden.  I under-
stand that election fraud is still being investigated but I am preparing for a Joe Biden presidency and what that 
potentially means to our industry, that is my responsibility.  

President Elect Biden has already assembled a new Coronavirus Working Group and they will be preparing to 
immediately launch a flurry of executive orders that launch new rules/regulations/programs that deal with all 
things Coronavirus.  Nobody knows what the Executive Orders will implement but speculation is widespread 
that the federal government will have a significantly larger role in personal/business Coronavirus mandates 
aimed at curbing the spread of the disease.  Today, congress is debating another Coronavirus relief package 
that will likely be distributed directly to the American people who have taxable income under a certain thresh-
old.  We are all praying for an effective vaccine to end the spread of the Coronavirus, that seems to be the only 
short-term hope of reducing, or hopefully ending, the drastic impact that the disease has had on our lives.  

It will be interesting in Missouri to see how the Republican dominated Executive and Legislative branches of 
government navigate Coronavirus policies that will likely clash with the new Biden administration.  Governor 
Parson has made it clear that he will not push Coronavirus mandates in Missouri that he feels infringe upon the 
personal freedoms of the citizens, and that message seemed to resonate with voters.  

President Elect Biden will likely immediately repeal several decisions that President Trump implemented dur-
ing his four-year term.  He will rejoin the Paris Cimate Accords, he will reverse Trump’s withdrawal from the 
World Health Organization, he will allow travel to Muslim-majority countries, and he will reinstate programs for 
“dreamers” to allow them to stay in the United States, just to name a few of the reversals that will likely happen 
quickly after January 20, 2021.  At least these were all “documented” promises during his campaign.  

I believe one of the most significant potential impacts on our industry will be the Biden’s administration climate 
policy.  President Elect Biden has already stated that he intends to rollback over 100 public health and environ-
mental rules that the Obama administration had in place.  This will undoubtedly impact our industry and likely 
impact operating expenses.  Biden’s commitment to the Green New Deal is not fully understood but we will be 
closely monitoring the new administration’s environmental policy.

The Biden administration will appoint over 4000 government positions over the next year, some of which will be 
very important to our industry.  For example, the new Secretary of Agriculture’s view on timber harvest will be 
critically important regarding the strategic direction of the United States Forest Service.  We will be watching 
very closely as appointments are made and new staffs are put in place.

The Coronavirus has disrupted just about every meeting/event that MFPA had planned in 2020 and will con-
tinue to do so in 2021, at least until a vaccine is readily available.  Please understand that MFPA staff contin-
ues to work hard every day on behalf of you, our valued members, to employ our mission of being THE VOICE 
OF THE FOREST PRODUCTS INDUSTRY.  We must stay vigilant in our representation of the forest products 
industry in Missouri, which is still a $10 billion economic engine for our state, so PLEASE stay committed to 
MFPA by renewing your membership for 2021 and maybe even recruiting a new member.  We really look for-
ward to seeing everyone face to face in 2021, and HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!

-Executive Director Brian Brookshire



MFPA ON lINE TIMbER SAlES
Don’t forget about the MFPA on line Timber 
Sale webpage.  Visit the MFPA website at 
www.moforest.org and click on “On line 
Timber Sales” to view or post timber sales.  

In this issue...........
page 1
•	 Preparing For 2021

page 3
•	 Certification	and	Education	

page 4 
•	 2021	Scheduled	PTH	Core	
Curriculum	Sessions

page 5 
•	 Introducing	MFPA’s	Newest	Employee
•	 2021	Winter	Meeting	Postponed

page 7 
•	 Continuing	Education	

Opportunities

**REMINDER** 
ONE CE IS REQUIRED ANNUAllY
TO RETAIN THE PTH CERTIFICATE

www.grossjanes.com
Tomorrow’s Crossties for Today’s Railroads

 BECOME PART OF OUR
100-YEAR SUCCESS STORY
Our decades-long relationships with more than 125 
independently owned sawmills has enabled us to 
consistently provide high-quality crossties to multiple 
customers. These sawmills are often multi-generational 
businesses with the same family values that are shared 
by Gross & Janes.

TTo learn more about becoming one of our successful 
sawmillers, contact Bill Behan at 636-343-8484 or 
BillBehan@grossjanes.com. 

Company: J & M Land and Logging
Contact: JT Hatmaker
Phone: (417) 770-0120
Email: jaymeshatmaker@gmail.com
County: Benton

wElCOME NEw MFPA 
MEMbERS
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Mark McCarthy

CERTIFICATION & EDUCATION

We know it takes the right tools 
to run a successful business. 
We understand the impact the forest 
products industry has on Missouri, but 
especially rural Missouri. Our passion 
for rural Missouri drives us but our 
experience and knowledge sets us 
apart from other lenders.   

WWW.MYFCSFINANCIAL.COM
1.800.379.3276
Contact Phillip Anderson:

Growing Relationships. Creating Opportunities. is a trademark of FCS Financial, ACA.

a	Competitive rates with longer terms

a	Flexible payment schedules to match 
your cash flow

a	Experienced staff to make your 
financing process simple

a	Finance options to meet your specific 
needs 

Operating 
Loans Term

Loans

Real Estate
Loans

Leasing

FCSF_MFPA_NL-half-2020.indd   1 12/26/2019   9:43:53 AM

If you are anything like me…. you have been looking forward to the end of 2020.  I am actually happy for 
2020’s end for 2 reasons.  The most obvious reason is we have seen better years…the sooner this one ends 
the better.  However, not everything is based on the negative.  My second reason for wanting 2020 to end is 
the promise of new beginnings in 2021.  MFPA is not “toddling” into the new year, nope, PTH is sprinting.  Due 
to a lot of things that made 2020 a rough year, there were cancelled classes, rescheduled classes, changes in 
Continuing Ed opportunities.  Recently we made some changes to help with Continuing Ed (more on that in a 
second).  We have also received many calls from people that need the PTH certification.  That being said…we 
are hitting the ground running with classes starting in January in Chillicothe.  In February, we move to Farming-
ton and Hannibal.  The rest of the year will take us to Cape Girardeau, West Plains, Columbia, Doniphan and 
Springfield.  You can find the specific dates, and register on line on our website (www.moforest.org).  You will 
also see the class listings occasionally in the newsletter.  You asked…we answered.  Let’s fill these classes.

Don’t forget as we approach the end of the year, there are still some of you that need Continuing Ed credit to 
maintain your PTH certification.  To help out, for a limited time, we are offering DVDs and online modules free 
through the end of the year.  If you do not have your credit by December 31, 2020, your name will be removed 
from the PTH Trained Logger list on our website.

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to get in touch with me…(573) 634-3252, or mark@moforest.org
Happy Thanksgiving!!!!



Page 4

 

     

       
        Serco 8500 and Rotobec 910 in stock and on order.                  Used 2016 WS 4700 w/Serco 8500 
           New 4700SB, 4700SF, 4900SB,  Log and Day cab tractors, 18 Spd and Allison 4700 Trans, 
        Bill Merical 901-482-5644  bmerical@crowstruck.com  crowstruck.com    
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 Scheduled PTH Core Curriculum Sessions
(note classes are not all in chronological order)

location level 1 & 2 level 3 & 4 Forest 
Management

Chillicothe January 4-5 January 25-26 January 12

Farmington February 8-9 March 1-2 February 18

Hannibal February 11-12 March 4-5 February 25

Cape Girardeau March 8-9 March 29-30 March 23

West Plains March 11-12 April 5-6 March 23

Columbia August 30-31 September 13-14 September 8

Doniphan October 18-19 November 4-5 October 28

Springfield November 8-9 November 29-30 November 22

The above list shows all currently scheduled opportunities around the state to complete the PTH 
core curriculum and to earn continuing education credits.  Online registration is available.  
Additional classes are added as they are scheduled.  Updates and changes to the schedule will be 
posted to the website.  https://moforest.org/education/schedule.php



Melissa Finnegan is joining MFPA!  Melissa is our newly hired 
Executive Assistant/Accountant and has begun training with 
Beverly.  Beverly will be retiring at the end of the year.  We are 
sad for Beverly to be leaving MFPA, but we are happy for her to 
retire and do all the things she loves to do full time.  Melissa and 
Beverly will be working together until Beverly retires to ensure a 
smooth transition for our members and serving your needs.  

Melissa has a well rounded professional background working for 
various companies and associations serving in an administrative 
assistant or office administrator position.  Melissa has experience 
resolving issues and demonstrates strong communication skills 
required to build professional relationships with our members.  

Introducing MFPA’s Newest Employee

HAPPY THANKSGIVING
Have a blessed day celebrating with 

family and friends

Endorsed by

®

If You Want Something 
Insured Right  

Insure It Yourself
MISSOURI WOOD INDUSTRY INSURANCE TRUST

offers workers compensation insurance designed for 
Missouri’s forest products industries.

AT MWIIT, WE . . .
		 •	 fight fraudulent claims
		 •	 provide specialized loss prevention services
		 •	 have claims adjusters who listen
		 •	 provide insurance at cost

For further information or quotations, call our toll free number

800-821-7703

Missouri Wood Industry Insurance Trust
c/o Haas & Wilkerson

4300 Shawnee Mission Pkwy, Fairway, KS 66205
Phone (913) 432-4400    Fax (913) 432-6159

2021 MFPA Winter Meeting
& Legislative Breakfast

POSTPONED

Due to COVID restistions at 
the Missouri Capitol MFPA 
has postponed the Winter 
Meeting.  Look for email 

and newsletter updates for 
a Winter Meeting after the 

new year.
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Salem, MO is hosting a “Salute to the Timber Industry Parade and Timber Fun Day” to be celebrated 
on Labor Day September 2. Parade will showcase the timber industry and and 
relative business.  The Parade begins at the Commons on Hwy 72 with line up 

starting at 8:00 AM. The parade will start at 10:30 AM. Following the parade a Timber Fun Day will be 
had at the Commons from 12:00 to 5:00. Free hamburgers, hot dogs, and bratwurst will be provided 
by Vandivort Drug in celebration of 40 years in business. The activities include fun games for children, 
hands on activities such as shingle splitting, rail splitting,crosscut sawing and exhibits for viewing. 

 

 

PROUD TO BE YOUR MFPA ENDORSED 
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS AGENCY 

 
Property & Casualty and Employee Benefits Solutions For 

 
 

 

Serving the Midwest Since 1921 

 
 

 

 

Your MFPA Benefits Service Team: 
Cape Girardeau – Tamara Bullard: 573-388-4832 

Saint Louis – Jim Ruebsam: 314-444-1993 
www.danielandhenry.com 
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TAG Truck Center Farmington, MO 
is an authorized Western Star dealer. 
Truck and Trailer Sales, Parts, Service and 
Customer Service are “Standard Equipment” 
at TAG Truck Center Farmington.

We stock new and used Western Star Trucks 
and vocational trailers. 
Financing and insurance products are available 
for trucks, trailers and up-fi t rigging and can be 
included with fi nancing. 

For more information contact:

Zach Caudle
Truck and Trailer Sales

573-747-0190

L S -2 2 3 9

TAG TRUCK CENTER FARMINGTON
2880 Hwy 67 South

Farmington, MO 63640
573-747-0190 

TNTXTruck.com

H&W Ad.indd   1 1/30/12   1:24 PM

Continuing Education 
Opportunities

Type Topic

Online 
Module

Forest Resource 
Management 
(Silviculture)

FREE
(Thru 12/31)

Online 
Module

Tree Identification 
(Dendrology)

FREE
(Thru 12/31)

Online 
Module

Map Reading and 
Compass Use

FREE
(Thru 12/31)

Online 
Module Regenerating White Oak FREE

(Thru 12/31)

DVD Team Fire Safety FREE
(Thru 12/31)

DVD Image of the Forest FREE
(Thru 12/31)

DVD Be Seen Be Safe 
Be Alive

FREE
(Thru 12/31)
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