NEWS & UPDATE
Wanet 2026

PROPOSED CHANGES TO MISSOURI’'S TAX LAWS
THE DEVIL’S IN THE DETAILS

Missouri’'s General Assembly is preparing to vote on a major proposal to change the mechanism for
funding state government. The change would switch from an income-based tax system to a sales tax-
based system, effectively eliminating the state income tax. As usual, the impact of switching from one
tax collection mechanism to another will be determined when the details of the proposal are made
available to the public.

As | have taken calls and discussed the potential for eliminating the state income tax with members,
it's apparent that confusion abounds regarding the status of the proposal. House Joint Resolution
173/174 (HJR 173/174) is making its way through the legislative process in Jefferson City and will
likely pass in the coming weeks. HJR 173/174 provides the mechanism to give Missourians the op-
portunity to vote on whether to give the legislature the approval to change the constitution to elimi-
nate the state income tax. Taxation based on income is part of our Missouri constitution, therefore it
requires a vote of the people to change it. A simple google search on HJR 173/174 will allow you to
read the ballot language that will be included on the November ballot regarding the elimination of the
state income tax. The ballot language is on the last page of HJR.

There are currently 216 sales tax exemptions “on the books” in Missouri, including a number that are
applicable to our industry. Governor Kehoe has publicly acknowledged that he will support sales tax
exemptions for agriculture and health care, but the detail of that statement is not yet available. Cur-
rently, Missouri collects approximately $9 billion annually from state income tax, all of which will need
to be replaced by sales tax.

In my opinion, the most confusing part of the sales tax initiative is how the legislation to create the
“legislative opportunity” to switch from one system to the other is handled politically. First, the vot-

ers must vote to change the constitution, which will happen this year. If it passes, then the legislature
begins the difficult task of proposing legislation to assign sales tax rates to the hundreds of items in
Missouri that will either be taxed more or be taxed for the first time. Taxing “Services” will likely be the
most controversial, many of which will have representation at the Capitol fighting to be on the exemp-
tion list.

If you see the constitutional amendment regarding taxation on the November ballot, please under-
stand the ballot language. If the amendment passes, let the games begin during the 2027 session, it
will be very interesting to monitor the details as they are revealed during debate. MFPA will keep the
membership informed as this process moves forward during the 2026 legislative session.

~ Brian Brookshire, Executive Director
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In your envelope you will find your membership dues invoice
and the current contact information we have listed for your
company.

When returning your membership dues, please notify us
of any changes to your contact information or any
products and services you offer. Notify the MFPA of-

Protecting Missouri's Forest Products Industry fice of any contact information changes throughout the year!

Missouri Wood Industry Insurance Trust (MWIIT) offers Contact information includes:

specialized workers' compensation insurance designed °Company name + Cell phone number
specifically for Missouri's forest products businesses. : Maln.contact * Toll f!'ee number
*Physical address *Email address
* Postal address *Website

Why Choose MWIIT?

e We fight fraudulent claims *Main phone number

® We provide specialized loss prevention services Please return your dues and information promtly as we have

e Our claims adjusters listen and act started assembling the 2026-2027 Membership Directory...

e We offer insurance at cost

Endorsed by:

missouri FOREST _
pdeCISﬂsmcmmn

For more information or a free quote, contact us today:
darin.crisman@hwins.com or sam.stivers@hwins.com

Missouri Wood Industry Insurance Trust
c/o Haas & Wilkerson

4300 Shawnee Mission Pkwy, Fairway, KS 66205

Phone: (913) 432-4400 | Fax: (913) 432-6159

J

Wright City, MO

636-384-6289




AFFECTS OF A POORLY SHARPENED SAW CHAIN

Well, here we are again! Sorry about not having an article for last month’s Newsletter, but | had some
issues with myself. Let me tell you about what happened. On January 6th | was down on the coast
of Mississippi helping with training. Going out of the Hotel-Casino that morning | started down on the
escalator, and that is when everything went haywire because of my lack of “situational awareness.”

| stepped onto the flat part at the top of the escalator, and | wasn’t aware of where my right foot was
because | was standing on two steps and didn’t realize it. So, when the step under the front part of
my foot started going down and my heel stayed up on the second step. That one little mistake caused
me to pitch forward far enough to put me off balance, it doesn’t take much anymore, so down | went
face first. | remember looking down at the escalator thinking this is really going to hurt! | remember
seeing the escalator at that point before hitting it, next seeing the ceiling, next seeing the escalator,
next seeing the ceiling again, and stopping at the bottom on my back. What a not fun ride! Luckily, |
wasn’t hurt bad, just shaken up, bruised head to toe, six stitches right below my right knee. Mainly it
just rattled my squash in my head so that it took six weeks to settle that down. There you have it, you
can see how “situational awareness” applies in almost every accident. If | had just been paying more
attention and was more aware of where | was standing this wouldn’t have happened.

| have to tell you about the rest of the story like Paul Harvey used to! | wasn’t scared at all during the
fall, my eyes were open, and | was conscious the whole time and | knew | was not going to die. | just
knew it was just going to hurt because | knew the Lord had me and the Lord saved me from being
seriously injured “again.” Thank You, Lord!!

OK, let’s get back to sharpening and using the chainsaw safely. When a sawyer sits down to file his
chainsaw, does he have to file the chain to what someone might call “perfect”? No, | don'’t believe so,
but | know there are some parts of the filed tooth that must be nearly equal from side to side of the
saw chain. These parts, if filed incorrectly can cause the saw chain to want to cut to one side or the
other. This can be dangerous not because the saw chain cuts more aggressively. But it will aggravate
the sawyer making the sawyer mad and being mad usually forces the sawyer to be more aggressive
with his actions. Both of these reactions will cause the sawyer into working harder thus causing the
sawyer to tire out sooner. Being too tired and running a chainsaw is definitely extremely dangerous.

That is just one small paragraph about one filing problem that causes the chainsaw to react poorly.
Next month we will start here and look at what, why, and basically the how come does this happen
and how do | fix it. There are many causes for this reaction. Next month.

~Joe Glenn, Chainsaw Trainer
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2026 ..

Summee Mecrivg

Jably 77-18
Margaerrannle Lar Pesoer
Dsage Beack MO

MARGARITAVILLE LAKE RESORT

494 TAN TAR A Drivge, STATE Roap KK
OsaGce BEacH, MO 65065

GuesT PHoONE: (573) 348-3131 or (800) 826-8272
MARGARITAVILLERESORTLAKEOFTHEQZARKS.COM

Reservations are made directly with the hotel
Room rate $221.00 +tax and fees

GROUP RATE RELEASE DATE: THURSDAY, JUNE 18, 2026 - PLEASE
NOTE THAT ANY ROOMS NOT BOOKED PRIOR TO THE RELEASE DATE
WILL BE RELEASED TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC
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https://irm.margaritavilleresortlakeoftheozarks.com/irmng/#/search?g=FORP
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INSURANCE AND RISK MANAGEMENT
v

The Daniel and Henry Company has been an endorsed partner with
Missouri Forest Products Association since July 20, 2018.

Many of you have seen and experienced first hand our commitment to the Forest
Product Industry and our clients. We know many of the issues that the forest industry
faces and advocate for all members when the opportunity arises. We have built
many strong, long lasting relationships and friendships within this association and
promise to continue to stand side by side, hand in hand with all of the Missouri Forest
Products Association Members in the future. We appreciate each and everyone of

you and the opportunity to work on your behalf.

Tamara James 573-388-4832 Chadd James 573-388-4836

jamest@danielandhenry.com jamesc@danielandhenry.com

Medical, Dental and Vision, Life Insurance, Long/Short Term Disability,
Property, General Liability, Workers Compensation, Commercial Auto
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Get your company logo on
the Super Cool t-shirt!

Sponsor the 2026 Summer Meeting
and your logo will be on the back of
the MFPA Super Cool t-shirt. Send
sponsorships in early in order to
ensure your logo is on the shirt for
America to see!

FRIDAY ‘9”“"&}‘

Committee Meeting Refreshments/Lunch

Forest Health %200
Education & Technical Services __ %200
Governmental Affairs __ %200
MFP PAC __$200
Board of Directors Meeting Refreshments __ %200
Co-Sponsors $200 each
SATURDAY
Missouri Logging Council Board and General Membership Meeting
Co-Sponsors $200 each ___ %200
General Education Session Breaks ___$500
Co-Sponsors $250 each %250
Lunch Sandwich Bar Exclusive Sponsor %1800
Co-Sponsors $300 each ___$%$300
NAME!
COMPANY!

Return form to MFPA by mail:
505 East State Street, Jefferson City, MO 65101

Fax: 573-636-2591 Email: laura@moforest.org Call: 573-634-3252
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The US Forest Service announces funding opportunity to strengthen
forest products economy, forest sector jobs

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service today announced up to $95 million in competitive grant
funding through its Wood Innovations program for projects that advance innovative wood uses, expand wood-
based construction, and grow U.S. wood energy markets and forest product processing capacity.

“A strong timber industry is essential for active forest management and the vitality of rural economies,” said
Forest Service Chief Tom Schultz. “By supporting mills and markets that transform forest byproducts into valuable
goods, we strengthen domestic manufacturing, reduce wildfire risks, and generate well-paying jobs across rural
America.”

Funding is available through three Forest Service grant programs: the Wood Innovations Grant, Community Wood
Grant, and Wood Products Infrastructure Assistance Grant programs. Together, these programs support projects
that:

*Develop innovative wood products

*Increase the use of wood in commercial and residential construction

*Expand wood energy systems

*Modernize, retrofit, or increase the capacity of wood products manufacturing facilities

Eligible applicants include private businesses, for-profit and non-profit organizations, tribes, state and local
governments, institutions of higher education, and public utility, fire, conservation, and school districts.

The investments support President Trump’s Executive Order on Immediate Expansion of American Timber
Production and U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke L. Rollins’ direction to have the Forest Service to ramp up
active forest management to improve forest health, reduce wildfire risk, and support rural prosperity. Byproducts
of these activities — such as small diameter timber and woody biomass — have historically had little market value.
Forest Service grant programs help create new opportunities to use this material in a wide range of wood products.

Businesses engaged in or supporting the forest products economy — which is vital to many rural communities —
may apply for funding to expand manufacturing capacity. For more information on Wood Innovations, Community
Wood and Wood Products Infrastructure Assistance Grant programs, visit the Forest Service website. Final grant
funding levels will be subject to availability of funds.

TAG Truck Genter in Farmington, MO and Springfield, MO are authorized Western Star dealers.

Specializing in work ready trucks, TAG Truck Center in
Farmington and Springfield offer Elite Customer Service as
“Standard Equipment”.

We offer multiple loader brands and configura-

tions of bunk systems as well as log trailers.
Financing and insurance products are available for trucks,
trailers and up-fit rigging and can be included with financing.
Financing and insurance available for trucks and trailers.

Financing options can also be tailored to
include loaders and bunk systems.

LONESTAR w?f-rAG"

FARMINGTON @

JACKSON @
SPRINGFELD 2>

POPLARBLUFF @

TRUCK GROUP
TNTXTruck.com

® CALVERT CITY

@ JACKSON

TAG TRUCK CENTER FARMINGTON
2880 Hwy 67 South
Farmington, MO 63640
573-747-0190

TAG TRUCK CENTER SPRINGFIELD
5376 W State Hwy 266
Springfield, MO 65802

417-862-7021
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http://https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation/grants
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/immediate-expansion-of-american-timber-production/
http://https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/sm-1078-006.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation
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