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I participated in an industry meeting in 
Ellington recently and I was speaking to 
one of our members regarding the status 
of our industry.  His comment that struck 
home with me was “I feel that 2026 has 
been considerably worse than 2008”, a 
gut-wrenching comment.  Good news is 
difficult to come by these days, and we are 
all praying for better times ahead.  

Dr. Nate Irby, Executive Director of the 
Railway Tie Association, has summarized 
industry data that depicts the reality of our 
industry.  Bluntly, the data presents a very 
challenging scenario.  Dr. Irby will be at 
the Summer Meeting and will specifically 
discuss the tie industry on Saturday morn-
ing July 18th.

As an industry we must determine what is 
beyond our control and what is within our 
control to begin moving the ship in the right 
direction.  Chris Kuban, Principal at Chem-
istry Multimedia and PR, at the Summer 
Meeting, will discuss what individual mem-
bers of the industry can implement inter-
nally to contribute to the industry’s overall 
success.  

SEE YOU NEXT MONTH AT 
MARGARITAVILLE, JULY 17-18, 2026.

Click Here for the
Summer Meeting Registration Brochure
or go to www.moforest.org and click the 
Summer Meeting Ad.

REALITY HURTS!!!

~Brian Brookshire, Executive Director

https://www.moforest.org/wp-content/uploads/2026-Summer-Meeting-Registration-Brochure-EMAIL.pdf
https://www.moforest.org/wp-content/uploads/2026-Summer-Meeting-Registration-Brochure-EMAIL.pdf
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Protecting Missouri's Forest Products Industry 
Missouri Wood Industry Insurance Trust (MWIIT) offers 
specialized workers' compensation insurance designed 
specifically for Missouri's forest products businesses. 

Why Choose MWIIT? 
• We fight fraudulent claims
• We provide specialized loss prevention services
• Our claims adjusters listen and act
• We offer insurance at cost

Endorsed by: 

For more information or a free quote, contact us today: 
darin.crisman@hwins.com or sam.stivers@hwins.com 

Missouri Wood Industry Insurance Trust 
c/o Haas & Wilkerson 

4300 Shawnee Mission Pkwy, Fairway, KS 66205 
Phone: (913) 432-4400 | Fax: (913) 432-6159 

Book Your Room Book Your Room 
ByBy JUNE 18 JUNE 18

Summer MeetingSummer Meeting
July 17-18July 17-18

MargaritavilleMargaritaville
BOOK YOUR ROOM!

Reservations are made 
directly with the hotel

Room rate $221.00

RESERVATION   LINK
https://irm.mar-

garitavilleresort-
lakeoftheozarks.
com/irmng/index.

html?g=FORP

Phone: 888-333-5253
Group Rate Release Date:
 Tuesday, June 18, 2026 - 

Please note that any rooms not booked prior to the 
release date will be released to the general public

Book Your Room! Book Your Room! 

https://irm.margaritavilleresortlakeoftheozarks.com/irmng/index.html?g=FORP
https://irm.margaritavilleresortlakeoftheozarks.com/irmng/index.html?g=FORP
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CERTIFICATION & EDUCATION

BASIC ISSUES OF HAND FILING CHAINSAW CHAIN PART/III 
Let’s see how far we can get through the remaining topics on the subject of hand filing. I’ll try not to 
fall into too many rabbit holes, but more likely than not, I’ll find at least one to explore. Last month we 
left off while we were in topic 2. Chain doesn’t cut straight! This really is a common issue for in-
experienced sawyers! Last month we looked at simple issues of the way the chain is filed and wear 
and tear on the bar that can make the chainsaw cut crooked. It’s critical to find the WHY the chainsaw 
is cutting crooked so the issue can be fixed. Here are some common issues along with the WHY.

Issue 1; is one side of the chain duller than the other side? If so, simply file the chain keeping in mind 
you want both sides to look equal and to be the same sharpness.

Issue 2; are the tops of the teeth the same length? If not, the short side was filed with more pressure 
on the file, or it had more strokes on it than the longer side. So, the fix is to count strokes and add one 
or two strokes to the long side which is your weak side to file from. The length is not as critical as the 
rest of the issues.

Issue 3; are the angles of the teeth the same? Such as the angles of the top cutting edge, the angles 
of side cutting edge, and the points of the teeth. If not, the chain will need to be filed, concentrating 
on filing all of the teeth with the same angles. The easiest way to accomplish this is to use a file guide 
until you develop enough muscle memory to be able to file free hand.

Issue 4; are all of the teeth filed to the same depth with the right size file? The depth at which the 
tooth is filed determines several very important things. The file needs to be held in all the teeth at an 
equal depth side to side. This depth thing is the most important thing in hand filing as far as the chain-
saw cutting crooked. The right size file MUST be used! The file’s depth in the teeth MUST be as close 
to equal as possible. Again, the easiest way to accomplish this. Is to use a file guide, as all file guides 
hold the right size file at the correct depth in the teeth.

Issue 5; are all of the depth gauges, commonly called drags or rakers, the same height and shape? 
Especially are they equal from side to side? If not, you’ve likely found the reason the chain is cutting 
crooked. The side that has the lowest drags will cut a thicker chip than the taller side’s drags which 
will produce a thinner chip. So, obviously, the side of the chain that is producing thicker chips is re-
moving more wood faster and therefore, the side of the chain that is producing thinner chips is remov-
ing less wood slower. Running out of room, but the fix is to use a drag gauge when filing the drags. 
More next time. Just one or two rabbit holes.

~Joe Glenn, Chainsaw Trainer
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Log A Load for Kids is the charity MFPA contributes to through sawmills and loggers donating the value 
of truck loads of logs and various members participating in fund raisers that include skeet shoots and 
golf tournaments.  The Log A Load for Kids Program raises funds for treatment, education, and research 
associated with children’s health and these funds are donated to Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals.  
Join us during the Summer Meeting for the Missouri Logging Council Golf Tournament Fund Raiser on 
Saturday for Log A Load for Kids!  

As a sponsor, we will put up a placard sign in the tee box to advertise your involvement.  
All golfers will see your company name sponsoring the tournament, supporting the industry, and helping 

kids.  Your sponsorship will also be recognized in newsletters and on the MFPA website.

Company Name___________________________________________________________________

Company Contact__________________________________________________________________

Payment Method:	 Check payable to Missouri Forest Products Association

			      Mastercard	  Visa		  Card Number_________________________________________

	 Exp Date__________		  Zip Code______________	 Name on Card_____________________________

Return form to MFPA email: laura@moforest.org or phone: 573-634-3252 or 
mail: 505 East State Street, Jefferson City, MO 65101  

Log A Load for Kids Golf Fundraiser Saturday, July 18th - The Oaks Golf Course
Quantity_____  X  $250= TOTAL $_______

Person(s) Golfing______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

*I can’t make the tournament but would like to donate 

to Log A Load for Kids       Donation $_____ = TOTAL $_______

Sponsor The Golf Tournament Sponsor a Hole
$250_______Support The Missouri Logging Council by being a sponsor 

Log A Load for Kids Golf Tournament . July 18th . The Oaks
Bring your clubs to the Summer Meeting for a fun afternoon of golf supporting Log A Load for Kids.  
After the General Education Session, grab lunch and a shuttle ride over to The Oaks for the 4-man 
scramble golf tournament.  Contact the MFPA office, 573-634-3252 laura@moforest.org, to pay your 
team fee of $1000 or individual fee of $250, beverage/snack cart included in fee.

Register Today!!

Summer Meeting GolfSummer Meeting Golf
Let’s Play
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Live Auction. 
The Saturday evening Member Dinner includes two live auc-
tions benefiting the MFP Political Action Committee and Log A 
Load for Kids. MFP PAC was established to compliment the as-
sociation’s legislative programs.  The purpose is to financially 
support candidates and causes that are beneficial to industry 
interests. The auction held at the summer meeting is a big 
fund raiser for the committee.  

Log A Load for Kids is MFPA’s charity where loggers and wood 
products businesses donate the value of a load of logs, or any 
amount, to a nearby Children’s Miracle Network affiliated hos-
pital to be used in treating ill and injured children. MFPA holds 
fundraising events to supplement donations to the hospitals.  
We will auction off items at the Summer Meeting whose pro-
ceeds will benefit Log A Load for Kids.  Look for items to be advertised!  Paintings created by the children at 
University of Missouri Children’s Hospital will be at the auction again this year! 

Silent Auction. 
We would like to invite you to donate an item for the MFPA Membership Meeting Auction at the 2026 Sum-
mer Meeting. The proceeds raised during the raffles can be contributed to the Missouri Forest Products Politi-
cal Action Committee, to Log A Load for Kids, or split evenly between the two charities - you decide. Items will 
be clearly labeled with a sign indicating its donor and donors will be announced during the auction. Contact 
Laura, Melissa, or Chris with the item you would like to donate.  Call 573-634-3252 or email laura@moforest.
org, melissa@moforest.org, chris@moforest.org.

Summer Meeting FundraisingSummer Meeting Fundraising

2026 Summer Meeting Live Auction Item2026 Summer Meeting Live Auction Item
Cajun Fryer 6 Gallon Propane Gas Deep Fryer with Stand and 2 Baskets



Salem, MO is hosting a “Salute to the Timber Industry Parade and Timber Fun Day” to be celebrated 
on Labor Day September 2. Parade will showcase the timber industry and and 
relative business.  The Parade begins at the Commons on Hwy 72 with line up 

starting at 8:00 AM. The parade will start at 10:30 AM. Following the parade a Timber Fun Day will be 
had at the Commons from 12:00 to 5:00. Free hamburgers, hot dogs, and bratwurst will be provided 
by Vandivort Drug in celebration of 40 years in business. The activities include fun games for children, 
hands on activities such as shingle splitting, rail splitting,crosscut sawing and exhibits for viewing. 
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DANIEL & HENRY
INSURANCE AND RISK MANAGEMENT

The Daniel and Henry Company has been an endorsed partner with 
Missouri Forest Products Association since July 20, 2018.

Many of you have seen and experienced first hand our commitment to the Forest 
Product Industry and our clients. We know many of the issues that the forest industry 
faces and advocate for all members when the opportunity arises.   We have built 
many strong, long lasting relationships and friendships within this association and 
promise to continue to stand side by side, hand in hand with all of the Missouri Forest 
Products Association Members in the future.  We appreciate each and everyone of 
you and the opportunity to work on your behalf.

Tamara James 573-388-4832        Chadd James 573-388-4836
jamest@danielandhenry.com                 jamesc@danielandhenry.com

Medical, Dental and Vision, Life Insurance, Long/Short Term Disability, 
Property, General Liability, Workers Compensation, Commercial Auto

WE CAN HELP WITH ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS!

DOES YOUR COMPANY NEED AN INSURANCE CHECK UP?
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For Sale

• 1999 IMCO WalkIng FlOOr TraIlers 
• 45 FT. lOng

• $16,900 eaCh

• lOCaTed In CenTral MOTWO TRAILERS
TWO TRAILERS

Call or text David:  573-721-3006

Summer Meeting Sponsor Opportunities July 17-18
Friday

Committee Meeting Refreshments/Lunch 
	Forest Health											           __ $200  

	 Education & Technical Services								        __ $200  
	 Governmental Affairs										          __ $200  
	 MFP PAC											           __ $200  
Board of Directors Meeting Refreshments							       __ $200
Co-Sponsors $200 each

Saturday
Breakfast Buffet 											           ___$300

Missouri Logging Council Board and General Membership Meeting				    ___$200

General Education Session Breaks								        ___$250
Lunch Sandwich Bar Exclusive Sponsor							       ___$300

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 
Company: ____________________________________________________________________

Return form to MFPA by mail:  505 East State Street, Jefferson City, MO 65101
Fax: 573-636-2591     Call: 573-634-3252     Email: laura@moforest.org
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