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ELECTIONS MATTER!!
I don’t pretend to track proposed constitutional amendments from past elections, but having four on the ballot 
at the same time seems to be a lot.  For me, amending the constitution of our state is a big deal and should 
be done with careful thought and consideration.  After all, it is THE CONSTITUTION, the document that es-
tablishes the fundamental principles for how our state is governed. Our current state constitution was ratified 
by voters on February 27, 1945.  On Tuesday August 4, 2026 Missourians will have the opportunity to vote on 
four proposed amendments to the constitution.

Constitutional Amendment No. 1 is whether or not to extend the existing soil and water conservation and state 
parks one tenth of one percent sales tax for another 10 years.  If passed, the tax is expected to generate about 
$140 million per year for soil and water programs administered by local conservation districts along with fund-
ing state park projects.  On this amendment we have 40 years of “data” to study regarding the effectiveness of 
the tax.  Each voter will have the opportunity to evaluate the proposed amendment and cast their vote accord-
ingly.  This one is straightforward and easy to understand.

Constitutional Amendment No. 2 is about charter counties.  Admittedly, I had to AI what a Missouri charter 
county actually is and have no idea on the potential impact on our membership.  I found it interesting that 
“Jackson County” was specifically identified on the ballot so suspect this may be an issue around Kansas City.  
Why charter counties need a constitutional amendment to elect county assessors is above my pay grade.

Constitutional Amendment No. 4 is a biggy in my opinion.  The initiative petition process can be a slippery 
slope in a democracy and amendment 4 seems to be an effort to make sure that the process is equitable 
across the entire state.  I would strongly encourage our members to read the entire amendment language to 
educate yourself on the real intent of the proposal.  You can obtain the full proposal on the secretary of state’s 
website, https://www.sos.mo.gov/.

Constitutional Amendment No. 5 is a proposed total overhaul of the state income tax system in Missouri.  If 
you watch network television or read a newspaper, you have seen pro and con advertisements galore.  Over 
time, I do believe that the proposed amendment is becoming more understandable, but during the legislative 
debate, it was very hard to figure out. Most importantly, the proposal is whether or not to provide the authority 
to Missouri’s elected officials to establish a sales tax-based tax system versus an income-based tax system.  
Currently, Missouri collects about $9 billion in state income tax.  If Amendment 5 passes, elected officials 
will establish new sales tax rates to at least equal what was previously paid in income tax.

Historically, August elections in Missouri have a poor voter turnout, about 30% or less.  Please take the 
time to vote and encourage those around you to do the same.

SEE YOU AT THE SUMMER MEETING, JULY 17-18 AT MARGARITAVILLE!!

2026 Summer Meeting
July 17-18th

•	Storm Water Training
•	Committees
•	Board Meeting
•	Exhibition

•	MLC Meeting
•	Education Speakers
•	Log A Load for Kids Golf
•	Member Dinner & Auction



Company: ISK Biocides
Contact: Tyler Berntsen
Phone: (931) 237-6256
Email: berntsent@iskbiocides.com
County: Montgomery
Website: www.iskbiocides.com

In this issue...........
page 1

•	 ELECTIONS MATTER!!

page 2

•	 WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

page 3
•	 Certification and Education 

page 4 
•	 Summer Meeting Schedule

page 5 

•	 Summer Meeting Speakers

page 7

•	 Summer Meeting Speakers continued
•	 Meet the Exhibitors at the Summer 

Meeting

Protecting Missouri's Forest Products Industry 
Missouri Wood Industry Insurance Trust (MWIIT) offers 
specialized workers' compensation insurance designed 
specifically for Missouri's forest products businesses. 

Why Choose MWIIT? 
• We fight fraudulent claims
• We provide specialized loss prevention services
• Our claims adjusters listen and act
• We offer insurance at cost

Endorsed by: 

For more information or a free quote, contact us today: 
darin.crisman@hwins.com or sam.stivers@hwins.com 

Missouri Wood Industry Insurance Trust 
c/o Haas & Wilkerson 

4300 Shawnee Mission Pkwy, Fairway, KS 66205 
Phone: (913) 432-4400 | Fax: (913) 432-6159 

WELCOME NEW MFPA 
MEMBERS

YODER SAWS, INC.
Contact Levi Yoder

for your saw 
equipment and 

services including:
•	 Circle Saws
•	 Bandsaw Blades
•	 Knives
•	 Saw Blades 
•	 Saw Filing
•	 Knife Sharpening
•	 Hammering
•	 Bandsaw Equipment
•	 Repair Services

Visit Levi’s booth at the Summer Meeting
Associate Member Exhibition Friday, July 17th!

Phone: (660) 727-1464 
Email: yodersaws@yahoo.com
Website: www.yodersaws.com
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CERTIFICATION & EDUCATION

BASIC ISSUES OF HAND FILING CHAINSAW CHAIN PART IV 

Let’s try again to finish with the Basics of hand filing. We are getting very close to finishing with what I 
hope has helped and will help beginning chainsaw sharpeners end up with a sharp good cutting chain. 
We are into the last of the three overall basic topics, which is, Chain is too aggressive or not aggressive 
enough! This topic at one time or another gives most sawyers some trouble. For the beginner, they just 
don’t understand all of the variables yet and they don’t get enough practice. For the guys that are fairly 
new they understand the Basics of sharpening, but they want to sharpen like the Pros, so they try new 
techniques and it takes some time to learn the more advanced techniques. The Pros understand most 
all of the filing techniques, but most are truly free-handing, and it is very easy to go too fast, especially 
when free-hand filing the drags and cutting too much off making the chain too aggressive. Running a 
chainsaw that is really non-aggressive or a chainsaw that is too aggressive are both dangerous.  One 
way simply wears you out pushing on the chainsaw too much to make it cut! The other way, the chain-
saw is constantly trying to tear your arms off with all the beating and banging it’s doing! That chainsaw 
is also trying to knock you down backwards or it’s trying to beat your head against the tree you’re cut-
ting! Not to mention, both ways are hard on equipment!

Finishing Issue 5; in filing the drags, it is most definitely best to use a drag gauge and a drag file. The 
drag file has no teeth on the sides of the file so as not to scuff up the chain’s teeth. There are many 
drag gauges to choose from, but I recommend using a drag gauge that files one individual drag to its 
corresponding tooth so that drag is set for that tooth. This is how I can say that the tooth length is not 
as critical as, say, the depth of the file in the tooth and using the right size file for your model chain. The 
tooth length can vary somewhat, not a lot, but enough so that anyone could look at the chain and see 
that the teeth are not the same length. This is because if a drag gauge is used to file all the individual 
drags for their individual teeth, then all of the teeth would be cutting the same thickness chip because 
all the drags match their teeth.

This can only happen with a progressive individual drag gauge that sits on the chasie of the chain in 
front of the tooth and on the point of the tooth. The drag gauges that sit on top of two teeth use an 
average of the height of those two teeth. This is not accurate enough because if the length of those two 
teeth are different, then the height of the teeth is also different. Therefore, if a lot of teeth are different in 
length and height the drags around the chain could vary in height by a few thousands of an inch making 
a difference in chip thicknesses around the chain. At the very least this would introduce more vibration 
into the chain that the sawyer would feel. Just remember that the more equal everything on the chain 
side to side and tooth to tooth the smoother it cuts, and often the faster the chain will cut.

~Joe Glenn, Chainsaw Trainer
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Summer Meeting Summer Meeting ScheduleSchedule
FRIDAY, JULY 17

9:00am - 5:00pm       REGISTRATION 
Badge Lanyards Sponsoreby Yoder Saws, Inc.
Bags Sponsored by The Mine Supply Company

9:00am - 10:00am     STORMWATER COMPLIANCE TRAINING
10:00am - 11:00am   EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING

Sponsored by 
Cedar Creek Hardwoods, Inc.
Chemistry PR & Multimedia 
East Perry Lumber Company, Inc.
Holden Pallet Company, Inc.
Independent Stave Company LLC
Madison County Wood Products, Inc.
Ponsse North America, Inc.
Rustic Wood Products, Inc. 

11:15am - 12:30pm   FOREST HEALTH COMMITTEE MEETING
Sponsored by 
Brewer Boys LLC
C & K  Lumber LLC
Chemistry PR & Multimedia 
Missouri Fibre Corporation
Koppers, Inc. 
Madison County Wood Products, Inc.

12:30pm - 1:30pm     MFP PAC MEETING
Sponsored by 
Cedar Creek Hardwoods, Inc.
Chemistry PR & Multimedia 
Independent Stave Company LLC
Madison County Wood Products, Inc.
McCoy Construction & Forestry
Naeger Forest Products, Inc.

1:30pm - 2:30pm       GOVT. AFFAIRS COMMITTEE MEETING
Sponsored by 
Botkin Lumber Company, Inc.
Chemistry PR & Multimedia 
Fick Supply Service, Inc.
Garnett Company LLC
Gastineau Log Homes, Inc.
Independent Stave Company LLC
Madison County Wood Products, Inc.

3:00pm - 5:00pm       MFPA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
Sponsored by 
Foster Brothers Wood Products, Inc. 
Independent Stave Company LLC
Madison County Wood Products, Inc.
Martin Equipment of Illinois INC
The Daniel & Henry Company
Three Oaks Timber LLC

5:30pm - 9:30pm       ASSOCIATE MEMBER EXHIBITION 
5:30pm - 9:30pm       WELCOME RECEPTION & BBQ 

Exclusive Sponsor  Royal Oak Enterprises LLC

SATURDAY, JULY 18
6:30am - 9:00am      BREAKFAST BUFFET 

Chemistry PR & Multimedia 
Havco Wood Products LLC
MO-PAC Lumber Company
Reed Lumber Company LLC

6:45am - 7:45am      MO LOGGING COUNCIL BUSINESS MEETING
Sponsored by 
Chemistry PR & Multimedia 
East Perry Lumber Company, Inc. 
Independent Stave Company LLC
Pioneer Forest
Yoder Hardwoods

8:00am - 12:00pm     GENERAL EDUCATION SESSION 
Exclusive Sponsor  
McClain Wood Products LLC
SPEAKERS: 
Aimee Fick, Director, Global Events Walmart
Ray McCarty, Associated Industries of Missouri
Nate Irby, Railway Tie Association
Ryan Roe, Marsh McLennan Agency
Chris Kuban, Chemistry PR & Multimedia

10:00am - 10:15am  GENERAL EDUCATION SESSION BREAK
Sponsored by 
Baker Products
Chemistry PR & Multimedia 
Farrow Lumber Company
Kingsford Manufacturing Company
McGinnis Wood Products, Inc.

11:45pm - 1:00pm    LUNCH GRAB & GO (OR STAY) SANDWICH
Sponsored by 
Burton Mill Solutions
Chemistry PR & Multimedia 
Independent Stave Company LLC
Rustic Wood Products, Inc. 

12:30pm 	      LOG A LOAD FOR KIDS GOLF
Hole Sponsors
Chemistry PR & Multimedia 
Independent Stave Company LLC
Koppers, Inc.
McCoy Construction & Forestry 
MO-PAC Lumber Company 
TriState Truck Center

6:00pm - 10:00pm    MEMBERSHIP MEETING DINNER & AUCTION
Exclusive Sponsor 
Independent Stave Company LLC

Cedar Creek
East Perry
Fick Supply Service
Holden 
Naeger Forest Products
Rustic Wood Products
Three Oaks
Garnett Company
Gastineau
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Summer MeetingSummer Meeting SpeakersSpeakers
“Governor Kehoe's Tax Reform Plan”
RAY MCCARTY, President and CEO of Associated Industries of Missouri (AIM) 
Ray previously served various employers of Missouri and trade associations as a governmental 
relations consultant and in various posts in the Missouri Department of Revenue, ranging from rev-
enue agent to legislative liaison.  He has worked with the Missouri legislature since 1989.  McCarty 
works for the benefit of AIM members, drawing upon his wealth of experience in government and 
working with the business community, the public, and the media.

Attendees will learn details about legislation passed in the 2026 Legislative Session that, upon voter approval, will direct 
the Legislature to phase out and eliminate the individual income tax and replace the revenue using increased and ex-
panded sales and use taxes, and the impact that could have on Missouri businesses.

“Engage and empower employees to perform at a high level”
AIMEE FISK, Director, Global Events Walmart
Aimee is a strategic operations and event leader with over 20 years of experience driving large-
scale, cross-functional initiatives. Known for building strong, collaborative teams, aligning diverse 
stakeholders, and turning complex strategies into high-impact execution that delivers real results.

What does it take to build high-performance teams in tough environments? Learn practical ways to 
empower teams through trust, communication, and everyday engagement.

“Missouri Forest Products Association’s (or MFPA’s) 401(k) 
Syndicate Benefit Overview”
RYAN ROE, Retirement Services Consultant, Marsh McLennan Agency
Ryan is a Retirement Consultant with Marsh Agency’s Retirement Services team – St. Louis office.  
Ryan has been with MMA Retirement Services for 4 years and brings over 18 years of broad finance 
experience with a focus on retirement plans.  Ryan works in a consultative and advocate role for cli-
ents to assist with optimizing their retirement programs, including plan design, fee benchmarking and 
analysis, investment selection and monitoring, and participant engagement and education.

Small businesses face an uphill battle when it comes to offering a retirement plan.  Our 401(k) Syndicate Partner Advisor, 
Ryan Roe, will discuss MFPA’s new 401(k) program, how it works, & unique benefits specific to our MFPA 401(k) pro-
gram.  He’ll also highlight challenges small businesses face & strategies to overcome the hurdles by leveraging knowl-
edge, technology, and the importance of the right partners.  

“Wood Tie Markets and New R&D”
NATE IRBY, Executive Director of the Railway Tie Association (RTA)
Nate has been the Executive Director of the Railway Tie Association (RTA) since the fall of 2021. 
RTA is a membership association representing the wood tie industry from sawmill to railroad end-us-
er. He previously worked as the forest products subject matter expert at Union Pacific Railroad from 
2013 to 2021, managing their wood tie program from procurement to inventory management to wood 
quality assurance and research & development. 

Wood tie markets are currently experiencing an inventory flush swing, and many wood tie producers 
are nervous about short-term outlook. This presentation will address those market/economic factors to consider, short 
and long-term, demand forecasts, and alternative material threats. Also included in this presentation are insights into new 
wood tie research and development work.

  ...speakers continued page 7



Salem, MO is hosting a “Salute to the Timber Industry Parade and Timber Fun Day” to be celebrated 
on Labor Day September 2. Parade will showcase the timber industry and and 
relative business.  The Parade begins at the Commons on Hwy 72 with line up 

starting at 8:00 AM. The parade will start at 10:30 AM. Following the parade a Timber Fun Day will be 
had at the Commons from 12:00 to 5:00. Free hamburgers, hot dogs, and bratwurst will be provided 
by Vandivort Drug in celebration of 40 years in business. The activities include fun games for children, 
hands on activities such as shingle splitting, rail splitting,crosscut sawing and exhibits for viewing. 
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DANIEL & HENRY
INSURANCE AND RISK MANAGEMENT

The Daniel and Henry Company has been an endorsed partner with 
Missouri Forest Products Association since July 20, 2018.

Many of you have seen and experienced first hand our commitment to the Forest 
Product Industry and our clients. We know many of the issues that the forest industry 
faces and advocate for all members when the opportunity arises.   We have built 
many strong, long lasting relationships and friendships within this association and 
promise to continue to stand side by side, hand in hand with all of the Missouri Forest 
Products Association Members in the future.  We appreciate each and everyone of 
you and the opportunity to work on your behalf.

Tamara James 573-388-4832        Chadd James 573-388-4836
jamest@danielandhenry.com                 jamesc@danielandhenry.com

Medical, Dental and Vision, Life Insurance, Long/Short Term Disability, 
Property, General Liability, Workers Compensation, Commercial Auto

WE CAN HELP WITH ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS!

DOES YOUR COMPANY NEED AN INSURANCE CHECK UP?



Page 7

Visit our Associate Member ExhibitorsVisit our Associate Member Exhibitors
at theat the  Summer Meeting!Summer Meeting!

Burton Mill Solutions
Central Bank
Combilift USA
Food Export Midwest, Wood 
Program/MO Depart of Ag
Kagmo Electric Motor Company

Ludeca, Inc.
Marsh McLennan Agency
McCoy Construction & Forestry
MFA Oil Company

Pennsylvania Lumbermens 
Mutual Insurance

Ponsse North America, Inc.
Schaeffer Specialized 
Lubricants

The Daniel & Henry Company
The Mine Supply Company
Yoder Saws, Inc.
Yokohama ATG
Zeller Technologies

Summer MeetingSummer Meeting  SpeakersSpeakers
“Logging Off Is Not a Marketing Strategy”
CHRIS KUBAN, Founder & CEO of Chemistry PR & Multimedia
Chris has more than 30 years of experience in public relations, media relations, crisis communications, 
advertising, and video production. Through Chemistry PR & Multimedia, he has helped organizations 
across the country grow visibility, shape public perception, and tell compelling stories through strategic 
communications and high-impact video storytelling. For two years, Kuban and his team have partnered 
with MFPA to help promote Missouri’s $11 billion forest products industry through statewide marketing, 
educational campaigns, social media, and video content focused on advocacy, education, sustainability, 
and promotion.

Chris Kuban will provide a fast-paced overview of the marketing, public relations, social media, and video campaigns 
completed over their two years of work on behalf of Missouri’s Forest Products industry. He will share campaign results, 
lessons learned, and emerging opportunities, including a growing focus on architects, designers, builders, and indus-
try gatekeepers who influence purchasing decisions. Kuban will also discuss why the future of the industry depends on 
logging industry professionals becoming active ambassadors for the industry through storytelling, education, and social 
media. As legislators increasingly question long-term funding support, the industry must demonstrate that companies 
are matching the effort through marketing, promotion, and public engagement to help ensure the long-term survival and 
growth of Missouri’s forest products industry.
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