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WINTER MEETING 2023
GOOD STUFF AND A GREAT TIME

The annual MFPA Winter Meeting is held in Jefferson City for a targeted purpose, it is about acknowledging 
the importance of informing elected officials about Missouri’s forest products industries and how we contribute 
to the states economy.  This year’s meeting was a tremendous acknowledgement by elected officials on their 
recognition of the forest products industry.  Governor Parson, Lt. Governor Kehoe, and Speaker of the House 
of Representatives Dean Plocher all made personal appearances during our meeting and took time to publicly 
thank our membership for what we do for Missouri and how we help drive the states economy.  We also had 
over 75 elected officials attend one or more of our meetings during the two-day affair, another testament to the 
importance of our industry to Missouri’s elected officials.  
Governor Parson wanted to attend the Winter Meeting dinner and personally thank our membership for help-
ing him pass HB 1720 during the special session.  He indicated to our membership very frankly, that without 
our help, particularly that of Nancy Giddens and Shannon Cooper’s, that the bill would not have passed, and 
he was very grateful for our support.  We were very proud to have the Governor address our membership and 
we feel confident that he will continue to strongly 
support our industry during the rest of his tenure 
as Governor.  Lt. Governor Kehoe addressed 
the membership during the legislative breakfast 
to thank MFPA once again for our endorsement 
for his run for Governor and reinforced his com-
mitment to our industry.  I received a call from 
MFPA member Darwin Murray following the 
meeting that I hope summed up the attitude of 
the membership.  “I just wanted to thank you for 
a great meeting and providing an opportunity 
to personally interact with Governor Parson, Lt. 
Governor Kehoe and so many elected officials 
from throughout Missouri.  Attending this meeting 
was a valuable use of mine and Justin Rutledge’s 
time and we appreciate the good work that MFPA 
is doing for our industry.  Keep up the good work 
and I have no idea how you will top this meeting 
next year!”

FOREST HEALTH COMMITTEE TAKES ACTION ON CARBON AT WINTER MEETING
The Forest Health Committee voted in favor (with one abstention) to instruct me to begin drafting a white paper 
on the potential implications of the federal governments interest in further developing a carbon economy for 
forests in the United States.  Trees, and how they are collectively managed in the forest, are being considered 
a new opportunity by the public and private sector to capture and store carbon.  MFPA’s Forest Health Com-
mittee feels that it is appropriate to develop a position paper that can be considered by our Board of Directors 
that can be used to guide our response on carbon management in the future.  I commend their action and look 
forward to developing the paper.
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It’s Time To Renew!
Membership renewal forms have 
been mailed and it’s time to renew 
your membership to continue 
receiving all the benefits of MFPA!  

In your envelope you will find your 
membership dues invoice and the 
current contact information we have 
listed for your company.  When 
returning your membership form 
please notify us of any changes to 
your contact information or any 
products and services you offer.

Please return your dues and 
information promtly as we have 
started assembling the 2023-2024 
Membership Directory...
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2023 MFPA Legislative Breakfast
The Legislative Breakfast, held in the third floor Rotunda of the Capitol, created a real opportunity for 
about 40 members of MFPA to interact directly with Missouri elected officials.  Members did an excel-
lent job of promoting MFPA’s legislative agenda along with informing House and Senate members of 
the importance of the forest products industry to their legislative district and the state of Missouri.

Thanks To All Who Attended The 2023 Legislative Breakfast!
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MFPA 2023 Winter MeetingSponsors

Botkin Lumber Company, Inc.
C&K Lumber LLC

Cedar Creek Hardwoods, Inc.
East Perry Lumber Company, Inc.

Foster Brothers Wood Products, Inc.
Garnett Company LLC

Holden Pallet Company, Inc.
Independent Stave Company, Inc.

Koppers, Inc.
Madison County Wood Products, Inc.

McClain Forest Products LLC
McCoy Construction & Forestry

McGinnis Wood Products, Inc.
Missouri Department of Agriculture

Missouri Tie LLC
Mueller Brothers Timber, Inc.
Naeger Forest Products, Inc.

Pioneer Forest
Royal Oak Enterprises, Inc.

TAG Truck Center
The Daniel & Henry Company

Three Oaks Timber LLC
Turner Logging LLC

Vestige View Solutions

Thank you!!
FFA Sponsors:
Koppers, Inc.
Madison County Wood Products, Inc.
TAG Truck Center

Exclusive Sponsors:
Independent Stave Company, Inc.
McClain Forest Products LLC
McCoy Construction & Forestry

Meeting Event Sponsors:



Need Forestry Equipment?
buy from MFPA Associate 

members that support 
the Industry

Find our associate members listed in 
your Membership Directory, listed on 
the MFPA webpage (moforest.org), or 

give us a call (573-634-3252).
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Mark McCarthy

Certification & Education

There is always something to learn at an MFPA Meeting.  During the Annual Winter Meeting, held earlier 
this month, I learned about happiness..   A recent Washington Post article listed loggers and foresters as 
2 of the happiest jobs in the United States.  I think the most shocked to hear that were the loggers in the 
room.  Let’s face it, if you ask loggers about their job, you can expect to hear about markets, the weather, 
the high cost of fuel and a laundry list of issues they deal with.  If you ask a logger why they don’t quit, 
almost every one of them I have asked says the same thing…they love what they do.  That’s part of what 
the article alludes to.  It’s an interesting read, even if they continually reference loggers as lumberjacks.  
According to the article, the biggest factors in determining happiness include stress level and the level of 
meaning the study participants see in their job.  Loggers see themselves as having a meaningful career.  
Providing a needed service.  Isn’t this the same job that is perennially listed as one of the most dangerous 
jobs?  Another factor in happiness is where you do your work.  For loggers…and foresters…it’s the great 
outdoors.  It’s where everyone wants to work.  Walking through the woods is considered therapy for some.  
The solitude and peace in the forest are sought after 
by recreational users. People strive to have a home 
surrounded by trees and are willing to pay high dol-
lar for it.  But, is all of that enough to overcome the 
laundry list of issues?  It must be.  I am reminded by 
an old quote that has been paraphrased for centu-
ries.  It has been attributed to Confucius…but the 
message really is more important than the messen-
ger.  “If you choose a job you love, you will never 
work a day in your life”.  OK….I get it now.

Check out the Washington ost article by going to 
the link, https://www.washingtonpost.com/busi-
ness/2023/01/06/happiest-jobs-on-earth/

Endorsed by

®

If You Want Something 
Insured Right  

Insure It Yourself
MISSOURI WOOD INDUSTRY INSURANCE TRUST

offers workers compensation insurance designed for 
Missouri’s forest products industries.

AT MWIIT, WE . . .
		 •	 fight	fraudulent	claims
		 •	 provide	specialized	loss	prevention	services
		 •	 have	claims	adjusters	who	listen
		 •	 provide	insurance	at	cost

For further information or quotations, call our toll free number

800-821-7703

Missouri Wood Industry Insurance Trust
c/o Haas & Wilkerson

4300 Shawnee Mission Pkwy, Fairway, KS 66205
Phone (913) 432-4400    Fax (913) 432-6159



Page 6

Salem, MO is hosting a “Salute to the Timber Industry Parade and Timber Fun Day” to be celebrated 
on Labor Day September 2. Parade will showcase the timber industry and and 
relative business.  The Parade begins at the Commons on Hwy 72 with line up 

starting at 8:00 AM. The parade will start at 10:30 AM. Following the parade a Timber Fun Day will be 
had at the Commons from 12:00 to 5:00. Free hamburgers, hot dogs, and bratwurst will be provided 
by Vandivort Drug in celebration of 40 years in business. The activities include fun games for children, 
hands on activities such as shingle splitting, rail splitting,crosscut sawing and exhibits for viewing. 

H&W Ad.indd   1 1/30/12   1:24 PM

MFPA Hosts FFA Forestry Contest
MFPA collaborated with Missouri FFA to host the Fall Public Speaking Competition.  This state level competi-
tion was new to the MFPA Annual Winter Meeting.  The winning students from each FFA District presented 
their speeches on January 10th to a group of judges, including Luke Brookshire from Madison County Wood 
Products; Shelby Jones, forestry consultant; 
and Hank Stelzer from University of Missouri-
School of Natural Resources.  MFPA judges 
found all the students speaches to be ex-
cellent!  The winner of the competition was 
MFPA’s own Leah Thompson, daughter of 
Dmitri and Amy Thompson, owners of Cedar 
Creek Hardwoods, Inc!

Congratulations Leah!!!
MFPA will be reaching out to MFPA members 
to serve as judges in next year’s District and 
State level competitions.  If you are interested 
in judging next year’s district competition, let 
us know by emailing laura@moforest.org or 
calling the MFPA office at 573-634-3252.

FFA Students in the State Fall Public Speaking 
Competition

Winner Leah Thompson being congratulated 
by Governor Parson
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Ensuring Your Business  
Lasts As Long As We Have 

Property & Casualty and Employee Benefits 
Solutions For 

Sawmills  Pallet Manufacturers  Lumberyards  
Secondary Manufacturers  Distributors  

And All Companies in the Wood Products Industry 
Serving the Midwest Since 1921 

Cape Girardeau – Tamara James (Bullard): 573-388-4832 
Saint Louis – Jim Ruebsam: 314-444-1993 

www.danielandhenry.com 
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Specializing in work ready trucks, TAG Truck Center in 
Farmington and Springfi eld offer Elite Customer Service as 
“Standard Equipment”.

We offer multiple loader brands and con� gura-
tions of bunk systems as well as log trailers.
Financing and insurance products are available for trucks, 
trailers and up-fi t rigging and can be included with fi nancing.
Financing and insurance available for trucks and trailers. 

Financing options can also be tailored to 
include loaders and bunk systems.
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TAG TRUCK CENTER FARMINGTON
2880 Hwy 67 South

Farmington, MO 63640
573-747-0190 

TAG TRUCK CENTER SPRINGFIELD
5376 W State Hwy 266
Springfi eld, MO 65802

417-862-7021

TNTXTruck.com

TAG Truck Center in Farmington, MO and Spring� eld, MO are authorized Western Star dealers.

LS-2398 TAG FarmingtonMO half page-x.indd   1 11/9/21   1:56 PM


