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2020: LET ME REFLECT
I distinctly remember talking to MFPA’s Board of Director’s, at about this time last year, and providing 
my crystal ball projections for 2020.  At that time, I was feeling optimistic about the future and hope-
ful for an end to the trade war and anticipating an uptick in lumber markets.   Shortly after bringing in 
the new year we started hearing about a scary new disease in China and we all began to pray that 
it would stay in the far east.  But in March 2020, we got the bad news that someone in Washington 
state had been diagnosed with COVID-19.  Reactions to the spread of the coronavirus to the United 
States were varied, but I remember telling my kids “don’t worry, this can’t spread in the U.S. like it has 
in China, we just won’t let that happen”.  Of course, I was wrong, and from that point in March we all 
have been living a nightmare.  It seems that every single facet of my life, both personally and profes-
sionally, is to some extent being driven by the pandemic.

I want to take this opportunity to compliment and congratulate my members for your response and 
resiliency to this pandemic.  I had the opportunity to work very closely with many of you during the 
beginning stages of the pandemic and I was amazed at how determined you were to keep your 
people safe and employed even though the short-term future was completely unknown.  Most every-
one I spoke to from March to May had the same answer to my “how you doing” question: “I have no 
idea, but we are at work and hoping for the best”.  In the marketplace, statistically speaking, the for-
est products industry is fairing reasonably well given the tremendous uncertainty that the pandemic, 
coupled with a presidential election, has brought to the world.  I am looking forward to a great and 
prosperous 2021 for our members and the forest products industry.

One of the most significant impacts of the pandemic to me personally has been the necessity (or 
government mandate) to isolate ourselves and our immediate family to reduce the threat of contract-
ing COVID-19.  Just about every meeting has gone virtual or cancelled and I will never get used to fist 
or elbow bumps.  I will admit that virtual, commonly referred to as Zoom, meetings provide occasional 
hilarious moments when participants forget they are on camera!  I really hope that we will celebrate 
the end of the pandemic together, FACE TO FACE, at MFPA’s Summer Meeting the weekend of 
July 23-24, 2021.  I pray every day for this to end, what we all considered “normal” in the past never 
looked so good!

GOODBYE TO BEVERLY!
This is the last newsletter I will write with Bev sitting down the hall from me in her office.  I hired Bev 
10 years ago and she has done a great job for MFPA and I sincerely appreciate her service and 
dedication to the Association.  She now says it is time to retire and I wish her and Lee a happy and 
healthy retirement!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!
Brian Brookshire, Executive Director  
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www.grossjanes.com
Tomorrow’s Crossties for Today’s Railroads

 BECOME PART OF OUR
100-YEAR SUCCESS STORY
Our decades-long relationships with more than 125 
independently owned sawmills has enabled us to 
consistently provide high-quality crossties to multiple 
customers. These sawmills are often multi-generational 
businesses with the same family values that are shared 
by Gross & Janes.

TTo learn more about becoming one of our successful 
sawmillers, contact Bill Behan at 636-343-8484 or 
BillBehan@grossjanes.com. 

H&W Ad.indd   1 1/30/12   1:24 PM
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Mark McCarthy

CERTiFiCaTiOn & EDuCaTiOn

We know it takes the right tools 
to run a successful business. 
We understand the impact the forest 
products industry has on Missouri, but 
especially rural Missouri. Our passion 
for rural Missouri drives us but our 
experience and knowledge sets us 
apart from other lenders.   

WWW.MYFCSFINANCIAL.COM
1.800.379.3276
Contact Phillip Anderson:

Growing Relationships. Creating Opportunities. is a trademark of FCS Financial, ACA.

a	Competitive rates with longer terms

a	Flexible payment schedules to match 
your cash flow

a	Experienced staff to make your 
financing process simple

a	Finance options to meet your specific 
needs 

Operating 
Loans Term

Loans

Real Estate
Loans

Leasing

FCSF_MFPA_NL-half-2020.indd   1 12/26/2019   9:43:53 AM

Earlier this month, at the MFPA Executive Board Meeting, Executive Director Brian Brookshire pre-
sented a check for $30,000 to Kristen Fritschie.  Kristen is the liaison between MFPA/Missouri Log-

ging Council and the Children’s Miracle 
Network.  According to Brian, we present 
a check for Log A Load to Kristen every 
Summer Meeting, but there was no Sum-
mer Meeting this year.  “We all know how 
hard our industry has been hurt this year,” 
Brian said, “but the kids are still needing 
help”.  In the past, money from Log A Load 
has gone to beds, warmers, and vein find-
ers.  There are rooms we sponsored on 
the Pediatric and Neonatal Intensive Care 
units.  Kristen says this donation will go to 
equipment for the NICU.  “This donation 
brings the total to $220,000,” said Kristen.
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        Serco 8500 and Rotobec 910 in stock and on order.                  Used 2016 WS 4700 w/Serco 8500 
           New 4700SB, 4700SF, 4900SB,  Log and Day cab tractors, 18 Spd and Allison 4700 Trans, 
        Bill Merical 901-482-5644  bmerical@crowstruck.com  crowstruck.com    
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MFPa Wishes Beverly a Happy Retirement!
We will miss you...



Endorsed by

®

If You Want Something 
Insured Right  

Insure It Yourself
MISSOURI WOOD INDUSTRY INSURANCE TRUST

offers workers compensation insurance designed for 
Missouri’s forest products industries.

AT MWIIT, WE . . .
		 •	 fight fraudulent claims
		 •	 provide specialized loss prevention services
		 •	 have claims adjusters who listen
		 •	 provide insurance at cost

For further information or quotations, call our toll free number

800-821-7703

Missouri Wood Industry Insurance Trust
c/o Haas & Wilkerson

4300 Shawnee Mission Pkwy, Fairway, KS 66205
Phone (913) 432-4400    Fax (913) 432-6159

2021 MFPA Winter Meeting
& Legislative Breakfast

POSTPONED

Due to COVID restistions at 
the Missouri Capitol MFPA 
has postponed the Winter 
Meeting.  Look for email 

and newsletter updates for 
a Winter Meeting after the 

new year.
 

BLunT On COViD-19 VaCCinE
December 8, 2020 By Julie Harker Filed Under: 2020 Events, COVID-19, News

U.S. Senator Roy Blunt of Missouri, who chairs a key committee getting COVID-19 vaccines devel-
oped and funded, says food processing workers are going to be at a high level to receive them. He 
says all Americans can expect access to begin in early spring, “I think we might have as much as 
50% of the entire population would have had the vaccine available to them by the month of March 
and in April ALL Americans will start getting access.”

Pfizer and Moderna are preparing their COVID-19 vaccines for distribution, “About six of the eight 
vaccines that we’ve partnered with are going to make it. They’re going to be available. They’re going 
to be produced at a half a dozen different places and millions of those doses are going to be available 
early in the year.”

Blunt addressed Missouri Farm Bureau members during their annual meeting saying it’s been a tough 
year for our country,  “I appreciate your dedication to ensuring that our ag industry and our rural com-
munities continue to feed the world and fuel the world and serve as a great place for people to live.”

In Missouri, 10 hospital and lab sites have been designated to help with delivery.

Senator Blunt is Chairman of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Ser-
vices, and Education

Today, FDA scientists endorsed the efficacy and safety of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines which 
could lead to emergency authorization soon.
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Salem, MO is hosting a “Salute to the Timber Industry Parade and Timber Fun Day” to be celebrated 
on Labor Day September 2. Parade will showcase the timber industry and and 
relative business.  The Parade begins at the Commons on Hwy 72 with line up 

starting at 8:00 AM. The parade will start at 10:30 AM. Following the parade a Timber Fun Day will be 
had at the Commons from 12:00 to 5:00. Free hamburgers, hot dogs, and bratwurst will be provided 
by Vandivort Drug in celebration of 40 years in business. The activities include fun games for children, 
hands on activities such as shingle splitting, rail splitting,crosscut sawing and exhibits for viewing. 

 

 

PROUD TO BE YOUR MFPA ENDORSED 
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS AGENCY 

 
Property & Casualty and Employee Benefits Solutions For 

 
 

 

Serving the Midwest Since 1921 

 
 

 

 

Your MFPA Benefits Service Team: 
Cape Girardeau – Tamara Bullard: 573-388-4832 

Saint Louis – Jim Ruebsam: 314-444-1993 
www.danielandhenry.com 
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TAG Truck Center Farmington, MO 
is an authorized Western Star dealer. 
Truck and Trailer Sales, Parts, Service and 
Customer Service are “Standard Equipment” 
at TAG Truck Center Farmington.

We stock new and used Western Star Trucks 
and vocational trailers. 
Financing and insurance products are available 
for trucks, trailers and up-fi t rigging and can be 
included with fi nancing. 

For more information contact:

Zach Caudle
Truck and Trailer Sales

573-747-0190

L S -2 2 3 9

TAG TRUCK CENTER FARMINGTON
2880 Hwy 67 South

Farmington, MO 63640
573-747-0190 

TNTXTruck.com

2021 Scheduled PTH Core Curriculum Sessions
(note classes are not all in chronological order)

Location Level 1 & 2 Level 3 & 4 Forest 
Management

Chillicothe January 4-5 January 25-26 January 12

Farmington February 8-9 March 1-2 February 18

Hannibal February 11-12 March 4-5 February 25

Cape Girardeau March 8-9 March 29-30 March 23

West Plains March 11-12 April 5-6 March 23

Columbia August 30-31 September 13-14 September 8

Doniphan October 18-19 November 4-5 October 28

Springfield November 8-9 November 29-30 November 22

Register Soon and Reserve Your Spot!
https://moforest.org/education/schedule.php
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