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WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES RULE HALTED!
MFPA partnered with other agriculture related organizations in Missouri and throughout the country to support 
Attorney General Andrew Bailey’s lawsuit against President Biden’s new definition of Waters of the United States 
(WOTUS).  If WOTUS would have not been halted it would have severely impacted our ability to harvest and 
process timber in Missouri.  

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. - In a major win for Missouri famers, Missouri Attorney General Andrew Bailey an-
nounced today that the United States District Court for the District of North Dakota has granted his motion for 
preliminary injunction halting President Biden’s unconstitutional Waters of the United States (WOTUS) rule.  This 
order comes mere days after President Biden vetoed legislation passed by a bipartisan coalition in Congress that 
would have overturned his overreaching interpretation of WOTUS.  The Court’s granted preliminary injunction 
overcomes the president’s veto by blocking the rule.

“I filed suit against the Biden Administration because agriculture is one of Missouri’s leading industries and our 
office is never going to let the federal government run roughshod over farmers throughout the state,” said Attor-
ney General Bailey.  “His interpretation of WOTUS is nothing more than a land grab usurping the right of Missouri 
farmers to control their property, and I’m proud to have partnered with Missouri agriculture leaders on this issue.”

“The Biden Administration’s WOTUS rule is a disastrous policy that only serves to harm our farm families and 
small businesses, and we thank Attorney General Bailey for bringing this lawsuit and seeking this injunction,” 
Governor Mike Parson said.  “Bipartisan members of Congress agree this rule is unnecessary government intru-
sion, yet the Biden Administration refuses to listen.  Alongside Attorney General Bailey, we will continue to fight 
against Washington D.C.’s radical climate agenda and toward clearer, more commonsense guidance on what 
regulated waters are and should be.”

Attorney General Bailey filed suit with 23 other attorneys general against Biden’s WOTUS rule that attempts to 
unconstitutionally expand federal authority over water throughout the country.  The lawsuit asserted that Presi-
dent Biden’s interpretation of WOTUS “goes beyond the power Congress delegated in the Clean Water Act, 
raises serious constitutional concerns, and runs roughshod over the Administrative Procedure Act.”

The Trump administration replaced the Obama administration’s controversial 2015 WOTUS rule with the Naviga-
ble Waters Protection Rule (NWPR), which created a clear distinction between federal waters and waters subject 
to the sole control of the states, their governmental subdivisions, and tribes.

President Biden signed an executive order on his first day in office that began the process of rolling back the 
Trump administration reforms, which was finalized in December when the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) issued its new rule re-pealing the NWPR and repackaged the 2015 Obama rule.  The new rule redefines 
“navigable waters” to include ponds, certain streams, ditches, and other bodies of water under the Clean Waters 
Act, as determined by the EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers.

Joining Missouri in this lawsuit are the attorneys general of Alabama, Alaska, Arkan-sas, Florida, Georgia, Indi-
ana, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, New Hampshire, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South 
Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, West Virginia, and Wyoming.

The Court’s order can be read here: https://ago.mo.gov/
docs/default-source/press-releases/wotus-preliminary-
injunction-granted-c1.pdf?sfvrsn=9e2f1450_2

The original lawsuit can be read here: https://ago.
mo.gov/docs/default-source/press-releases/as-filed-
wotus-rule-c1.pdf?sfvrsn=89fd5df4_2
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If You Want Something 
Insured Right  

Insure It Yourself
MISSOURI WOOD INDUSTRY INSURANCE TRUST

offers workers compensation insurance designed for 
Missouri’s forest products industries.

AT MWIIT, WE . . .
		 •	 fight fraudulent claims
		 •	 provide specialized loss prevention services
		 •	 have claims adjusters who listen
		 •	 provide insurance at cost

For further information or quotations, call our toll free number

800-821-7703

Missouri Wood Industry Insurance Trust
c/o Haas & Wilkerson

4300 Shawnee Mission Pkwy, Fairway, KS 66205
Phone (913) 432-4400    Fax (913) 432-6159

company: Cody Martin Logging LLC
contact: Cody Martin
Email: jcmlogging84@gmail.com

Our Mission
Missouri Forest Products Association is ded-

icated to serving and promoting the forest 
products industry of Missouri.  Founded in 
1970, MFPA has over 300 members repre-
senting primary and secondary wood indus-
try, supplier and service industries, loggers 
and landowners.  MFPA advocates sustain-
able management and sound stewardship 
of Missouri’s forests to benefit current and 

future generations.
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Mark McCarthy

cERTIFIcATION & EDUcATION

I don’t want to be one of those people that talk about how winter has finally breathed its last breath of 
the year.  I am not going to do it.  For all I know, considering Missouri weather, we might need jackets 
on Labor Day.   What I WILL talk about are some of the “notes” laying around my desk.  First, something 
good.  After a lull of a couple of years, the number of participants is going back up for the Professional 
Timber Harvester classes.  That’s great news.  PTH is a wonderful learning opportunity.  It’s good to know 
the woods are a little safer with more PTH classes.  Another good thing is the upcoming Missouri Log-
ging Council Area Meeting/Log A Load Sporting Clays Shoot.   If you want to shoot, the Shoot is sched-
uled for 9:30 April 28 at Ozark Shooters.  The free lunch and meeting start immediately after the shoot.  If 
you want to RSVP, call our office; (573) 634-3252, or mark@moforest.org.  Speaking of meetings….the 
Summer meeting is coming kind of quickly.  July 28 and 29 are just around the corner.  With the Sumer 
Meeting is the Log A Load for Kids Golf Tournament.  We had a great time last year, and its shaping to be 
another good time.  Speaking of good times…….it’s always a good time to work on your continuing educa-
tion credit so you can maintain your PTH certification.  Remember 1 credit every year is all it takes.  My 
last note is about picking up rotisserie chicken…oops, I think that’s for dinner, not the newsletter.   
Enjoy your Spring!

Location cutting 1&2 cutting 3&4 Forest management
Springfield August 14-15 August 28-29 August 24
Ava October 16-17 October 18 November 2-3
Poplar Bluff November 6-7 December 4-5 November 28

Professional Timber Harvester 2023 class Schedule

Justin Foster PTH Logger Training 
Scholarship

The Missouri Logging Council (MLC) is pleased 
to announce that the Justin Foster Scholarship 
for Young Loggers is available again this year.  
The Justin Foster PTH Logger Training Schol-
arship was established by the Foster family 
in memory of their son, Justin Eli Foster, who 
was a graduate, and supporter, of the Profes-
sional Timber Harvester training.  The annual 
scholarship provides assistance to a logger 29 
or younger by covering PTH training fees and 
expenses to attend the training.  Please contact 
Mark for an application, mark@moforest.org or 
573-634-3252.

Area meeting- Ozark Shooters complex 
The Missouri Logging Council invites you to join us 
with our friends around southwest-Missouri for an 
Area Meeting.  As part of the meeting, there will be 
a Sporting Clays shooting match.  The cost is $500 
per team of 4, or $125 for an individual.  All pro-
ceeds will go to Log A Load For Kids.  If you don’t 
want to shoot, you can still participate.  A free lunch 
will be provided following the shoot.  MLC events, 
industry updates will be covered during the lunch 
meeting.  Earn your Continuing Education Credit for 
PTH certification.

When:  Friday, April 28, 2023   9:30am
Where:        Ozark Shooters Complex

  759 US-65, Walnut Shade, MO

RSVP to mark@moforest.org or call 573-634-3252
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Join the Koppers Tie Team
Koppers is the largest provider of 
pressure-treated crossties for Class I 
railroads in North America, and that 
doesn’t happen without our extensive 
sawmill provider network – the Koppers 
Tie Team! We buy crossties and switch 
ties from more than 1,500 independently 
owned and operated mills across the 
USA, and we pay by direct deposit. The 
relationships with our suppliers – many 
of them multigenerational businesses – 
enable us to maintain consistent quality 
and supply for our customers. We value 
our suppliers!

Contact us to find out how to join the 
Koppers Tie Team!

KOPPERS BEGINS WITH YOU

contact us: tiebuyer@koppers.com   |   www.koppers.com

Farm bill Forestry Workforce Initiative
MFPA has signed a letter that requests the 2023 Farm Bill include language and funding that directs the 
Secretary of Agriculture to create a grant program to establish immersive pathway training programs 
focused on the workforce development needs of the forestry industry and rural forest-based economies.  
The signatories urge the Agriculture Committee to include language and funding in the 2023 Farm Bill 
that directs the Secretary of Agriculture to create a grant program to establish immersive pathway training 
programs focused on the workforce development needs of the forestry industry. 

Key components of a forestry workforce pathway program include education opportunities to expand high 
school forestry curriculum, workforce diversification that provides increased awareness of career path-
ways in the forest products industry, and training programs that offer residential short duration (240 hours) 
in forest operations and wood product industries.

The letter explains that industry-wide labor shortages are limiting modernization and growth investments 
in existing and new forest product manufacturing facilities.  For example, the existing labor pool in the 
logging sector is aging rapidly.  Less than 25 percent of logging business owners are under 40 years old.  
Fifty-five is the average age of owners/operators, and approximately 30 percent of owners/operators are 
planning to leave the business within five years.

Regional forest industry training hubs would allow participants to stay in or near their communities, which 
reduces the cost to participate and affords program developers increased flexibility in adapting training 
curricula to meet regional needs through ties to local forest product employers.  The forest products indus-
try struggles to find a trained and skilled workforce at all levels, with an estimated 40-60 percent of young 
adults leaving rural forest-based economies for employment opportunities elsewhere.

Click below for original letter:
https://www.dropbox.com/s/sijtun2juib20fc/FRA%20State%20Association%20Workforce%20Letter.docx?dl=0.
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Save the date for the 2023 MFPA Annual Summer Meeting in Branson MO where 
there’s great opportunities for involvement in the industry’s growth, networking, 
entertainment, and socializing.  One of the opportunities is support for Log A Load 
for Kids by participating in the golf tournament Saturday afternoon.  Log A Load for 
Kids is a local organization made up of members of the forestry community that come 
together to raise money for Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals.  100 percent of the 
funds stay local to provide vital medical equipment for the neonatal and pediatric 
units at our local children’s hospitals.  We hope that you plan on attending the 2023 
Summer Meeting.  

2023 Summer Meeting 
Chateau on the Lake 

Resort Spa & Convention Center
Branson, MO

July 28-29
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Salem, MO is hosting a “Salute to the Timber Industry Parade and Timber Fun Day” to be celebrated 
on Labor Day September 2. Parade will showcase the timber industry and and 
relative business.  The Parade begins at the Commons on Hwy 72 with line up 

starting at 8:00 AM. The parade will start at 10:30 AM. Following the parade a Timber Fun Day will be 
had at the Commons from 12:00 to 5:00. Free hamburgers, hot dogs, and bratwurst will be provided 
by Vandivort Drug in celebration of 40 years in business. The activities include fun games for children, 
hands on activities such as shingle splitting, rail splitting,crosscut sawing and exhibits for viewing. 

Friday
committee meeting Refreshments     

Forest Health         ___$200  
Education & Technical Services      ___$200  
Governmental Affairs        ___$200  
mFP PAc         ___$200  

board of Directors meeting Refreshments     ___$200
co-Sponsors $200 each 

Welcome Reception Exclusive Sponsor            ___$2000 
co-Sponsors $500 each       ___$500 

Saturday
missouri Logging council board and General membership meeting  

co-Sponsors $200 each       ___$200

General Education Session Exclusive Sponsor     ___$1500
co-Sponsors $300 each         ___$300

General Education Session breaks         
co-Sponsors $250 each         ___$250

Lunch bar           ___$1800
co-Sponsors $300 each       ___$300

member Dinner Exclusive Sponsor       ___$2500
co-Sponsors $500 each       ___$500

Name:  ________________________________________________________________

Company: _____________________________________________________________

Return form to mFPA
mail: 505 East State Street
Jefferson City, MO 65101

Fax: 573-636-2591     Call: 573-634-3252     Email: laura@moforest.org

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

2023 Summer Meeting
Sponsor Opportunities

Support your association by sponsoring a meeting or event at the Summer Meeting
(Get your sponsorships in early to be recognized in the Summer Meeting Agenda) 



Page 7

PROUD TO BE YOUR MFPA ENDORSED 
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS AGENCY 

Property & Casualty and Employee Benefits Solutions For 

 
 

Serving the Midwest Since 1921 

Your MFPA Benefits Service Team: 
Cape Girardeau – Tamara James: 573-388-4832 

Saint Louis – Jim Ruebsam: 314-444-1993 
www.danielandhenry.com 
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Specializing in work ready trucks, TAG Truck Center in 
Farmington and Springfi eld offer Elite Customer Service as 
“Standard Equipment”.

We offer multiple loader brands and con� gura-
tions of bunk systems as well as log trailers.
Financing and insurance products are available for trucks, 
trailers and up-fi t rigging and can be included with fi nancing.
Financing and insurance available for trucks and trailers. 

Financing options can also be tailored to 
include loaders and bunk systems.
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TAG TRUCK CENTER FARMINGTON
2880 Hwy 67 South

Farmington, MO 63640
573-747-0190 

TAG TRUCK CENTER SPRINGFIELD
5376 W State Hwy 266
Springfi eld, MO 65802

417-862-7021

TNTXTruck.com

TAG Truck Center in Farmington, MO and Spring� eld, MO are authorized Western Star dealers.
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